DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 

A
Terms of Reference

1 The Council’s regulatory functions under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, the Highways Act 1980 and related legislation.

B
Terms of Delegation to Committee

1 The determination of planning applications, enforcement matters and other relevant matters.

2 All matters relating to the diversion, extinguishment and creation of public rights of way under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and the Highways Act 1980.

3 The grant of deemed planning consent for District Council proposals under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992, subject to any proposal in respect of which the Committee is minded not to pass the necessary resolution to grant deemed consent being referred to the Environment and Transport Committee for consideration and determination.

4 To decide on all other issues concerned with regulating the development and use of land as part of the town and country planning system.

5 Determine confirmation of Tree Preservation Orders the subject of formal objection(s)

6 To deal with consultations on traffic management and related matters, and goods vehicle operators licences. 

C
Delegation to Executive Managers
Subject to criteria determined by Members where appropriate, and in respect of matters within the purview of the Committee, the Executive Managers, and officers nominated by them, will exercise the following powers and duties in accordance with the Council’s Procedure Rules (including contracts) and Financial Regulations:-

1
Decide whether:-

(a) applications are “county matters”

(b) planning permission is required for development, including Section 64 applications

(c) environmental impact assessment is required

(d) Listed Building Consent is necessary

(e) express consent to display advertisements is required.

2 Make comments on:-

(a) minor proposals submitted by government departments, Essex County Council and statutory undertakers


(b)
minor proposals submitted for consultation by an adjoining planning      authority


(c)
       consultations from the Forestry Commission

(d)
consultations from Diocese of Chelmsford on proposals under the  Pastoral Measures Act 1983
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3
Determine whether prior approval is required for agricultural or telecommunications development.



4
Direct that an outline planning application shall not be considered without the submission of further details, pursuant to Article 7(2) of the Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995.

5
Determine applications for:-

(a) minor developments (e.g. householder, changes of use,)

(b)       sub divisions of existing dwellings

(c) minor alterations to previously approved plans and conditions

(d)       vehicular and pedestrian access

(e) changes of use within class A and of floors above shops in town centres from residential or vacant to A2 or B1 (offices)

(f) all agricultural development

(g)  removal of agricultural occupancy conditions where supported by a proven appraisal and previously advertised for 6 months

(h) temporary caravan or mobile home for agricultural occupation

(i)      overhead power lines

(j)      advertisements

(k) renewal of permissions where the circumstances are the same, or very similar, to those pertaining at the grant of permission including where those permissions have lapsed

(l)       replacement dwellings

(m)       change of use of up to 1000 sq m

(n) up to 9 dwellings in development limits in Stansted, Great Dunmow, Saffron Walden and 3 in development limits elsewhere

(o) refusal for dwellings outside DLs

(p) barn conversions

(q) certificates of Lawful Use and Development

(r) refusals for telecommunications developments

(s) minor tourist related developments including changes of use to overnight accommodation of up to 5 units

(t) new community and recreation facilities, eg village halls, play areas, extension to schools

(u) minor engineering operations, eg balancing ponds, flood protection works

6
Determine matters reserved by conditions commensurate with 5 (a) – (v) above

7
Make orders for the diversion, extinguishment and creation of public rights of way where there are no unresolved objections.

8
Issue revised decision notices for applications previously determined.

9
Determine:-

(a)
confirmation of tree preservation orders where formal objections have not been received

(b)
application and notification to carry out works to tree subject to a tree preservation order within a conservation area, other than those determined by Committee 

(c)
hedgerow removal notices.

10
Deal with dangerous trees under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and to recharge the costs to owners.
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11
(a)
Determine applications and issue notices under the Building Act 1984, the Building Regulations as amended, and allied matters under the 



Public Health Acts, Clean Air Act 1956 and the Essex Act 1987, and any other relevant legislation.

(b)
Deal with the operation of the Building (Local Authority Charges) Regulations 1998 and any amendments thereto, along with the Council’s scheme for the recovery of charges for Building Regulations purposes.

12
Deal with the operation of the Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications and Deemed Applications) Regulations.

13
(a)
Issue:-



(i)
Requisitions for Information



(ii)
Planning Contravention Notices



(iii)
Notices of Entry, and



(iv)
Building Preservation Notices



(v)
Breach of Condition Notices



and take any necessary action arising therefrom.


(b)
Take enforcement action to secure compliance with conditions of all permissions approved by the Development Control Committee 


(c)
Specify time limits for compliance with an Enforcement Notice.

14
Institute legal proceedings for:-


(a)
failure to comply with any of the statutory notices covered  in 13 above


(b)
unauthorised display of advertisements


(c)
breaches of the Building Act and Regulations

1 The issue and service of Article 4 Directions in conjunction with the Executive Manager Corporate Governance and, if available, the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Development Control Committee.

2 The issue and service of enforcement notices in conjunction with the Executive Manager Corporate Governance and, if available, the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Development Control Committee.

3 The necessary procedure for the service of injunctions in conjunction with the Executive Manager Corporate Governance and, if available, the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Development Control Committee. 

18
The submission of objections to the Traffic Commissioners or other licensing authority for applications for Goods Vehicle Operators Licences in conjunction with the Executive Manager of Corporate Governance and, if available, the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Development Control Committee.

Notes: 1
The Executive Manager Development Services may at his discretion refer applications to the Development Control Committee.



2
The Weekly List will indicate which applications are to be decided by the Committee.

3 Any Member may request that an application delegated to the Executive Manager of Development Services be considered by the Development Control Committee.

