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What is character and heritage

Character is “the particular combinations of qualities in people 
and a place that makes them different from others

Heritage is  “ features belonging to the culture of a particular 
society, such as traditions, language, or buildings, that were 
created in the past and still have historical importance
Courtesy of the Cambridge English Dictionary

The Local Plan should reflect the community aspirations 



Views – Little Dunmow

Character – Determined by functions of the place



Aerial View – Flitch Green

Character – Determined by our choice for car and convenience



Fournier Street Area – London EC1

Density – Heritage and Quality



Aerial View – Flitch Green

Sprawl – Unacceptable impact on our countryside



Saines Road - F litch Green

Character – Desirability – Is this what we want?



The Avenue – Saffron Walden

Character – Contemporary design for modern living



Localism? - A political choice



Housing Sites - Saffron Walden Neighbourhood P lan.





Governing a Democracy is simply a 

matter of managing the tension 

between the needs of society and the 

rights of the individual
Socrates – The Republic 

Socrates





‘The most significant observation I made for my work was that as 

soon as people or groups of people entered the Piazza they 

responded to the space, they walked differently, rediscovering 

their innate dignity’

Barbara Hepworth



Saffron Walden – Market Square

Public Open Space and Amenities



Aerial View – Flitch Green

Public Open Space – Almost none and low quality



Aerial View – Little Dunmow

Beaulieu Park Masterplan - Chelmsford



“Human society has been pulled 
apart by consumerism and 
materialism” 
George Monbiot 2015





“Technology is the answer but what is 

the question?” 

Cedric Price 1966
Architect Philosopher





Google Driverless Car:



Living in nature



The impact of the car on where we live



The impact of the car on where we live




