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LOCAL GREEN SPACES ASSESSMENT 

Introduction 
The Parish of Ashdon is fortunate to have many green spaces. Paragraphs 101, 102 and 103 

of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2021) suggest identifying green spaces 

that meet certain characteristics as "Local Green Spaces". The paragraphs state:   

This paper identifies and provides an assessment of the green spaces in the Parish. The 

assessment is undertaken against the criteria in paragraph 102 to support the designation of 

local green spaces in the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan - see policy ASH13 para 10.9 to 10.11. 

 

This report has been updated since the Regulation 14 consultation. At that Consultation the 
previous version of this document was available to view (online and as a hardcopy) as part 
of the Regulation 14 consultation process.   

101 The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and neighbourhood plans 

allows communities to identify and protect green areas of particular importance to 

them. Designating land as Local Green Space should be consistent with the local 

planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient 

homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be 

designated when a plan is prepared or updated, and be capable of enduring beyond 

the end of the plan period. 

102. The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is: 

a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational 

value (including as a playing field), tranquility or richness of its wildlife; and 

c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

103. Policies for managing development within a Local Green Space should be consistent 

with those for Green Belts. 
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Process 
The process undertaken to date to identify Local Green Spaces (LGS) for designation in the Ashdon 
Neighbourhood Plan is listed below: 
 

Stage Explanation Notes 
Local Community 
initial consultation 
and evidence 
collection - Autumn 
2019 

The Launch of the Neighbourhood 
Plan, widely publicised by individual 
invitation to all houses in village, 
posters, banners etc. Residents were 
asked what they liked about the 
village, what they disliked and what 
they wanted to change. 

Results showed 70.5% mentioned the 
importance of the environment. They 
mentioned green spaces in the middle of 
the village that were highlighted as 
important, including the Donkey Field, the 
Allotments, the sledging field and green 
corridors to protect wildlife. Specific 
suggestions for potential implementation 
include: 

• Plant more trees 

• Have a wildflower meadow 

• Use the fenced area by allotments for 
community orchard/chickens 

• Create green zones and wildlife 
corridors. 

Landscape 
Appraisal was 
undertaken by 
Alison Farmer 
Associates - March 
2020 

Report (Appraisal) commissioned as a 
result of the initial consultation which 
made it clear that residents highly 
valued the landscape, open spaces and 
green infrastructure in the Parish. 

The Appraisal concluded that the following 
local green spaces were important and 
justified designation: 

• Triangle of land extending northwards 
from Radwinter Road to allotments 

• Donkey Field with Millennium Oak 

• Rectory Lane play area and recreation 
ground 

• Churchyard to All Saints Church 

• Play and recreation ground (including 
an outdoor gym and multi-use games 
area (MUGA) at Church Field 

• Two triangular greens at the southern 
end of Walden Road. 

Volunteer 
character 
assessment of 
village - Spring 
2020 

Extensive consultation undertaken by 
volunteers to produce a very 
comprehensive Character Assessment 
of the village. 

The Character Assessment summary 
concluded that "The valued green spaces of 
the Parish should be preserved" and 
identified areas for potential LGS 
designation.   

Focus Group 
meeting - Spring 
2020 

SWOT was undertaken by a volunteer 
Focus Group, section 5.1 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

SWOT identified under the heading of 
Strengths. 
Amenities: 

• A good range of facilities 

• Good opportunities for outdoor 
recreation  

• An extensive network of footpaths and 
bridleways and key green spaces. 
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Stage Explanation Notes 
Village-wide 
questionnaire 
Second 
Consultation - 
Winter 2020 

During the COVID pandemic, the 
second public face-to-face 
consultation was not possible. 
However, a detailed questionnaire was 
sent to every household.  The 
consultation results on the following 
Objectives are in "Notes." 

Q3(i) Promote health and well-being of the 
community by protecting and improving 
opportunities for outdoor recreational 
activities. 
89% of respondents regarded this objective 
as very important or fairly important, with 
61.6% regarding it as very important. 
Q4(c) Green spaces in the village are an 
important part of Ashdon's character and 
should continue to be valued and 
protected. 
98.8% of respondents regarded this 
objective as very important or fairly 
important, with 83.6% regarding it as very 
important. 

The initial list of 
LGS was drawn up - 
late summer 2021 

NP Steering Group put together a list 
of potential LGS based on local 
knowledge, the evidence gathered, so 
far, feedback from consultation events 
and professional consultants. 

Initial list drawn up in LGS document and 
posted on NP website on documents page, 
including maps and photographs. 

Regulation 14 
Consultation - from 
18 September 2021 
to 31 October 2021 

LGS policy and list of proposed spaces 
included in the pre-submission 
document to Regulation 14 
consultation.  

 

 

 

 
Landowners who were Statutory 
bodies (ECC and UDC) were sent 
formal requests as part of the 
Regulation 14 process.  

There were 49 responses to the question: 
"Do you support Policy ASH13 - Local Green 
Spaces".   
The green spaces were listed. 
98% - Yes 
0% - No 
2% - No opinion 
 
 
Comments included in the NP Comments 
table. 

Landowners 
notified December 
2021 

Local resident landowners had been 
consulted throughout the NP process 
as part of the Community 
Consultation. Informal discussions had 
also taken place with some of the 
resident landowners throughout the 
process. We are a small community so 
to be sure that individual landowners 
had had the chance to respond to the 
Pre-submission draft of the NP a letter 
was sent to each landowner giving a 
further opportunity to respond on this 
matter.  

A copy of these letters and the responses 
received are included in Appendices 1 and 
2. 

Submission to 
Uttlesford District 
Council - March 
2022. 
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List of areas for potential designation as Local Green 
Spaces (LGS) –Summary of Recommendations 
The table below provides a brief summary of the recommendations based on the 
information and evidence gathered 

Key 

 Recommended for LGS designation 

 Do not designate as a LGS  

Site 
number Site name Recommendation 

Village Core, Rectory Lane and Radwinter Road 

1 
Children's play area with equipment, green space 
and picnic area off Rectory Lane 

Recommended for LGS 
designation 

2 Wildflower meadow – Beeches Nursery 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

3 
War Memorial and picnic area with trees and 
benches 

Recommended for LGS 
designation 

4 Allotments 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

5 Banks and flat, entrance to Carters Croft 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

6 
Donkey Field/Bidwells Meadow with Millennium 
Oak 

Recommended for LGS 
designation 

Church End 

7 Children's play area with equipment 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

8 Picnic area and amenity space 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

9 
Green space with a fitness trail and multi-use games 
area (MUGA) 

Recommended for LGS 
designation 

10 
Church End Green, Guildhall Way verges and bus 
shelter triangle 

Recommended for LGS 
designation 

11 Churchyard 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

Steventon End 

12 Steventon End Green 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

13 Curtilage of the Windmill 
Recommended for LGS 
designation 

Areas not being designated  

 Old Rectory Meadow Do not designate 

 Football pitch – Knox End Do not designate 

 Cricket pitch – Steventon End Do not designate 
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Full Assessment and Summary of Evidence 
The following pages provide maps, photographs and a detailed assessment of the identified 

spaces to ascertain whether they conform with the Local Green Space definition of the 

NPPF. This includes details of consultation with landowners. 

Village Core, Rectory Lane and Radwinter Road 

1. Children's play area with equipment, green space and picnic area off Rectory Lane 

2. Wildflower Meadow - Beeches Nursery 

3. War Memorial and picnic area with trees and benches 

4. Allotments 

5. Banks and flat, entrance to Carters Croft 

6. Donkey field/Bidwells Meadow with Millennium Oak 

  

Figure 1 Location of green spaces in Village Core, Rectory Lane 
and Radwinter Road 
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1. Children's play area off Rectory Lane 

 
 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Children's play area with equipment, and picnic 
area, entrance off Rectory Lane. 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  A Locally Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 8,100m2 

Who owns it? Parish Council 

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, in the centre of the village is within walking 
distance of most Parishioners. 
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Is there public access? Yes, it is up steep steps from Rectory Lane, making 
access difficult for pushchairs, wheelchairs etc. and 
those with limited mobility. There has been a past 
attempt to improve access, but this is difficult as 
the entrance is situated in a single track sunken 
lane. 

Is there any ecological significance? Grassed area with trees 

Is it historically significant? No 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance? 

Recreational value - main play area and open 
community space for village core. 

Is it local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land? 

Yes, not extensive for its purpose - 8,100m2 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period? 

Yes, the space is owned by the Parish. 

Conclusion:  Meets LGS criteria? Yes 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation Ongoing consultation throughout NP process 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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2. Wildflower Meadow – Beeches Nursery 

 

 
 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Wildflower Meadow - Beeches Nursery 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  No 

Is the site designated for any purpose in 
the Local Plan? 

No  

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 15,300m2 
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Who owns it? Local and private landowner/also resident in the 
village.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, in the middle of the village, certainly within 
walking distance of villagers. 

Is there public access? Limited to Beeches plant nursery opening hours. 

Is there any ecological significance? The owner curated many trees, wildflowers, and 
wildlife over many years. It acts as a reservoir of 
flora and fauna that existed for years in the village. 

Is it historically significant? No 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Beauty Visually attractive site which contributes to 
the landscape as it sits in an elevated position on 
the valley side above the Village Core Conservation 
Area. 
Tranquillity Oasis of calm and quiet space for 
reflection  
Richness of wildlife  Lots of native trees and plants 
and meadow grassland. Good habitat for local 
wildlife. 
Receational value  Currently used by visitors to the 
plant nursery and includes benches and picnic 
tables. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Clear boundaries and not an extensive area.  

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

The owner is keen to protect it for future 
generations. 

Conclusion:  Meets LGS criteria? Yes 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation At Regulation 14 stage (e.g., via the householder 
leaflet and village event) and through follow-up 
landowner letters. 

Landowner support/objection Landowner supports designation but no written 
response received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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3. War Memorial and picnic area with trees and benches  

 
 

Site Details 

Description and purpose War memorial and picnic area with benches and 
trees.  

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  Listed (Grade II) by Historic England.  

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions on 
the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 2,600m2 

Who owns it? Parish Council owns the war memorial and 
picnic areas.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, situated in the middle of the Village Core. 

Is there public access? Yes 
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Is there any ecological significance? Yes, with a riverside on one boundary. It acts as 
a green barrier between housing and 
agricultural land. Some interesting trees were 
planted by residents many years ago.  

Is it historically significant? The land was donated to the village (Parish 
Council) by former resident Mrs Luddington, 
who lived at Waltons. The War Memorial 
commemorates those lost from the village due 
to the world wars.   

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Beauty The Ashdon Conservation Appraisal 
2013 stated that the area "contributes to the 
quality and diversity of the Conservation Area". 
Recreational value Yes, it gives an extended 
green breathing space next to a busy road and 
separates the river from the road. The War 
Memorial acts as a meeting place for memorial 
services and there are benches for seating under 
the trees.   

Is it local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land? 

Yes, very local in character, bounded by the river 
and not extensive but a linear green strip 
running through the centre of the village. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period? 

Yes, as ownership is with the Parish Council  

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation Ongoing consultation throughout NP process 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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4. Allotments 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Allotments. 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  Listed as an Asset of Community Value 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions on 
the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 6,500 m2 

Who owns it? Private landowner.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, in the Village Core. 

Is there public access? Yes 

Is there any ecological significance? Yes, riverside on one boundary with large goat 
willow trees on the bank. 

Is it historically significant? Important settlement gap between Village Core 
and Rogers End. Used as allotments for many 
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decades and the only allotments remaining in the 
village. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Beauty The allotments contribute to the setting of 
the settlement and allow for views of the wider 
landscape and the Windmill. They act as a green 
barrier between the river and a busy road and an 
important flood plain.  
Recreational value Used as allotments and the only 
ones left in the village. Important for self-
sufficiency and mental well-being of residents. 

Is it local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land? 

Yes, not extensive area, locally well-tended 
allotments, well-used and much appreciated by the 
villagers for their bright floral display amongst the 
vegetables. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period? 

Yes. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation Landowner notified in writing on 9.12.21 

Landowner support/objection No written response was received. 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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5. Banks and flat, entrance to Carters Croft 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Banks and grassed areas at the bottom of Carters 
Croft are on either side of the entrance. 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  It is part of the original planning permission. This 
provides small grassed areas to increase visibility 
while entering and exiting the housing area. 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 750 m2 

Who owns it? Flat area owned by Uttlesford District Council (UDC). 
Banks owned by Essex County Council (ECC). 
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NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, it is in the Village Core and situated at the 
entrance to  Carters Croft bungalows and Tredgetts, 
a small social housing development.  

Is there public access? Yes 

Is there any ecological significance? None known. A grassland with two small trees. 

Is it historically significant? No 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Recreational value 
Yes. The small, open green space provides sight-lines 
onto the main road. Trees and a bench enable 
residents to rest, and watch the world go by. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Yes, not extensive but mown grass area. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes, as ownership lies with the District and County 
Council. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation  

Landowner consultation Consulted as a Regulation 14 Statutory Consultee 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 

 

6. Donkey Field/Bidwells Meadow and Millennium Oak 
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Site Details 

Description and purpose Donkey field/Bidwells meadow. 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  Permanent Pasture. 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 18,000 m2 

Who owns it? Local and private landowner/also resident in the 
village.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, situated in the middle of the village, bounded on 
three sides by Village Core Conservation Area. 

Is there public access? The Harcamlow Way is a Public Right of Way  
and crosses the field diagonally. Public access is on 
this very well used footpath only.  

Is there any ecological significance? Grassland is mown for hay. Start of a wildlife corridor 
that leads out of the Village Core, along the river, to 
New House Lane via Water End. This field has a 
riverside boundary on one side and is bounded to the 
south by an ancient hedgerow. It acts as a green lung 
in the middle of the village. Rich in biodiversity. 
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Is it historically significant? Three sides are bounded by the Ashdon Conservation 
Area and this area is key to the setting of the 
Conservation Area and its listed buildings. The 
Millennium Oak is in the centre. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Beauty This LGS makes an important contribution to 
the physical form and layout of the settlement. It 
allows important views through the settlement and 
out into the landscape which are highly valued 
locally. 
Richness of wildlife See above 
Recreation restricted to well-used Public Right of 
Way (Harcamlow Way) and links to several other well 
used footpaths. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Yes, not extensive but a small hay meadow. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation At Regulation 14 stage (e.g., via the householder 
leaflet and village event) and through follow-up 
landowner letters.  

Landowner support/objection Written response objecting to the designation 
because the LGS designation could be contrary to the 
conditions of a Countryside Stewardship Agreement-
mid tier applicable until 2026.  One of these 
conditions is that the meadow must be kept as 
permanent pasture.  
 
The LGS designation is not contrary to a Countryside 
Stewardship Agreement, places no further 
obligations on the landowner and provides no 
additional public access to the land. 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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Church End 

 

Figure 2 Location of green spaces  in Church End 

7. Children’s play area with 

equipment 

8. Picnic area and amenity space 

9. Green space with a fitness trail and 

multi-use games area (MUGA) 

10. Church End Green, Guildhall Way 

verges and bus shelter triangle 

11. Churchyard 
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7. Children's play area with equipment 

 
 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Children's play area with equipment, including two 
items of inclusive equipment.  

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  Locally Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 450 m2 

Who owns it? Parish Council. 

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes - serves Church End in particular and is accessible 
by walking for the rest of the village.   
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Is there public access? Yes. 

Is there any ecological significance? No 

Is it historically significant? No. Originally handed over to the Parish Council by 
the Rural Trust, which built Churchfields. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Recreational value Yes, the only children's play area 
with equipment in Church End. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Yes, a very small plot of land in the midst of housing. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes, ownership with Parish Council. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation Ongoing consultation throughout NP process 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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8. Picnic area and amenity space 

 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose There is a picnic area and amenity space with mini-
goalposts, basketball hoop, picnic tables, seating, and 
shading trees.  

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  No 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 2,200 m2 
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Who owns it? Parish Council. 

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, on the edge of housing - Churchfields and All 
Saints. 

Is there public access? Yes. 

Is there any ecological significance? Short grassland corridor for wildlife between housing 
and agricultural field. Shading trees.   

Is it historically significant? No. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Recreational value Community open space serving 
Churchfields and All Saints and well-used. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

It is not extensive, but it is a lovely green space and 
acts as a buffer between housing and adjoining 
farmland.  

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes, ownership is the Parish Council. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation Ongoing consultation throughout NP process 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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9. Green space with a fitness trail and Multi-use Games Area (MUGA) 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Green space with a fitness trail and Multi-Use Games 
Area (MUGA).  

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  No 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

Not designated in the 2005 Local Plan 

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 5,500 m2 

Who owns it? UDC/Parish Council.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, adjoins the housing in Church End. 

Is there public access? Yes 
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Is there any ecological significance? Open grassland acting as a buffer between 
agricultural land and housing. 

Is it historically significant? No 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Recreational value Only MUGA and fitness trail in the 
village. Used by nearby residents and those who walk 
or bike to the area. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Yes. Big enough to kick a ball about and have a run 
around. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation  

Landowner consultation Ongoing consultation throughout NP process 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 

 

10. Church End Green, Guildhall Way verges and bus shelter triangle 
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Site Details 

Description and purpose Church End Green, Guildhall Verges and Bus Shelter 
Triangle. 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  Probably part of original planning permission for the 
Guildhall Way homes at Church End. The wide verges 
give visibility to traffic for those exiting the housing and 
those driving along on the Walden Road. 

Is the site designated for any purpose in 
the Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning 
permissions on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 2,800m3 

Who owns it? Uttlesford District Council. 

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes 

Is there public access? Yes 

Is there any ecological significance? Yes, grassland, wildflower strips and mature pine trees.   

Is it historically significant? No 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Beauty Important contribution to the physical form of 
the settlement. Part of views forming the open edge to 
Church End gateway which is not defined by built form 
or significant road junction. 
Recreational value Playing space for Church End 
children.  
Richness of wildlife Wildflower strips and grassland to 
help insects and wildlife. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Not extensive. The wide verges give protection from 
the traffic. The bus triangle shields the Church End 
Conservation Area from the road and creates a green 
entrance. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation Consulted as a Regulation 14 Statutory Consultee 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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11. Churchyard 

   

Site Details 

Description and purpose Closed Churchyard and Cemetery (Church Rooms) 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  Curtilage of Grade I listed building. Ashdon 
Conservation Appraisal (2013) states that "the 
churchyard is a high-quality open space".  

Is the site designated for any purpose in 
the Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning 
permissions on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 7,200 m2 
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Who owns it? Comments received from PC clarify which areas are 
owned by the PC and owned by the Church. 
1. The closed churchyard from the west door of 
the Church to Walden Road is owned by the PC. (where 
the wildflowers are) 
2. The closed churchyard to the north, east and 
south of the Church (areas other than in 1 above are 
owned by the Church. (Left-hand picture) 
3. The PC owns the Cemetery in use (right-hand 
picture).  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, it also serves as a cut-through from the footpath 
across the fields to the housing, avoiding the bad bend 
on the road. 

Is there public access? Yes 

Is there any ecological significance? Mainly undisturbed, quiet. Churchyard used by owls, 
bats and swifts. Includes ancient yew and pine trees 
and wildflowers on the unmown ground. Only some 
parts are mowed. Both mown and unmown grass and 
flowers provide good habitat. 

Is it historically significant? Yes, village residents are resting. Family history 
archive. Includes Commonwealth War Graves. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Beauty and historical setting for Grade I listed All 
Saints church. 
Recreational value Grass around Church Rooms is 
used as an extension seating area for events in the 
Church Rooms. 
Tranquillity Burial place for village, peaceful and 
thoughtful space. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Yes, not extensive. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation 
Church landowner notified in writing on 9.12.21. 
Ongoing consultation with PC throughout NP process. 

Landowner support/objection No written response received. 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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Steventon End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Steventon End Green 

13. Curtilage of the windmill 

Figure 3 Location of green spaces in Steventon End 
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12. Steventon End Green 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Steventon End Green - both sides of the road, 
including verges. 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  No  

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No  

Are there any current planning permissions 
on the site? 

No 

What is the Site Area? 400 m2 

Who owns it? Essex County Council 

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, in the centre of Steventon End. 

Is there public access? Yes 

Is there any ecological significance? Open grassland on wide verges. 
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Is it historically significant? Not as far as we know, but this part of the village 
figures hugely in a book on local history written by 
Spike Mayes. His family lived in a cottage just off the 
Green early in the last century. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Yes, the only place for the small community to gather 
in Steventon End - used for village celebrations.    It 
also has a post box, a notice board and a telephone 
box, now housing a small community library. 

Is it local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land? 

Yes, not an extensive area but used and valued by the 
community. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond 
the end of the plan period? 

Yes. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation  

Landowner consultation Consulted as a Regulation 14 Statutory Consultee 

Landowner support/objection No specific comment received 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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13. Curtilage of the Windmill 

 
 

    Site Details 

Description and purpose Green space around Windmill with bench  

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  The Windmill is nationally listed Grade II - the green 
space is curtilage. 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions? No 

What is the Site Area? 700m3 

Who owns it? Ashdon Windmill Trust. 

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? Yes, approaching across the fields or up the single-
track lane from Steventon End. 

Is there public access? Yes 
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Is there any ecological significance? Quiet space of undisturbed grassland amid 
agricultural land. 

Is it historically significant? Yes, in the curtilage of the listed Windmill. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Beauty Location of marvellous views across the 
village in the valley  
Recreational value Stopping point for walkers 
(including on the Harcamlow Way) and cyclists. The 
mill hosts open days and school visits.  

Is it local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land? 

Yes, not an extensive tract of land. The Windmill is 
a beloved community landmark and is floodlit in 
December. It also has open days when sails are 
turned. The mill is run by volunteers. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period? 

Yes, as ownership is with the Ashdon Windmill 
Trust, set up to protect the Windmill and the 
curtilage. The Windmill is a Grade II listed building, 
and its setting in the landscape is extremely 
important to its narrative. 

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria? 

Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation Ongoing consultation throughout NP process 

Landowner support/objection Verbal assent from the Chair of the Trust but he 
asked for the car park to be included. Both the 
Windmill and its associated car park are listed as 
Assets of Community Value. The NP has been 
updated to reflect the car park in the Asset of 
Community Value designation. 

Recommendation Recommended for LGS designation 
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Areas not recommended for designation 

The Old Rectory Meadow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Old Rectory Meadow - opposite The Old Rectory in Rectory Lane 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory 
designations?  

No 

Is the site designated for any 
purpose in the Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning 
permissions on the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 16,800m2 

Who owns it? Local and private landowner/also resident in the village.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 
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Is it close to the community it 
services? 

It is part of a popular village walk across from the Church to 
Rectory Lane 

Is there public access? Yes, but only on the footpath. 

Is there any ecological 
significance? 

Open grassland with oak trees - uncultivated with wildflowers. 
The oak trees are still young but will be there for centuries.  

Is it historically significant? This meadow was the site of a geo-vis ground investigation 
looking for Canute's Battle Church evidence. It could be a part of 
the Battle of Assandun site (1016). The Battlefields Trust is 
currently investigating the area. 

Is it demonstrably special to the 
local community and holds a 
particular local significance? 

Beauty Allows open views of the historic Old Rectory on a popular 
walk from Church End to Rectory Lane.  

Is it local in character and is not 
an extensive tract of land? 

It is not extensive. 

Is the space capable of enduring 
beyond the end of the plan 
period? 

Yes 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation  

Landowner consultation At Regulation 14 stage (e.g., via the householder leaflet and 
village event) and through follow-up landowner letters.  

Landowner support/objection Written responses and strong verbal opposition from the 
landowner objecting to the designation based on the name used 
(Glebe Meadow as opposed to The Old Rectory Meadow) and 
worries that people would interpret the designation as the 
meadow becoming public land.   
This site is not in the centre of the village, is not a site highlighted 
by Alison Farmer for LGS designation (Ashdon Landscape 
Appraisal) and is not adjacent to either of the Conservation Areas. 
Whilst it is considered the space is capable of meeting national 
criteria for LGS designation, the anxiety that would be caused to 
the landowner as a result of an LGS designation has also been 
taken into consideration. On balance, it is not considered to be in 
the best interest of the community to proceed with the LGS 
designation.  The space has been withdrawn from the NP and a 
letter has been sent to the landowner concerned. 

Recommendation Do not designate as a LGS  
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 Open space currently being used as a football ground – Knox End 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Open green space, currently used as the village 
football pitch with Club House. 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  No 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions on 
the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 14,400 m2 

Who owns it? Local and private landowner/also resident in the 
village.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 
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Is it close to the community it services? On the edge of the village - near Knox End. 
Walkable or bikeable from most of the village.  

Is there public access? On match days 

Is there any ecological significance? Grassland with peripheral wildflowers. 

Is it historically significant? For many years, the football pitch for the village. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance. 

Recreational value The village has just put 
together a new team, so an exciting season is 
ahead!   

Is it local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land? 

Yes, not an extensive tract of land but of 
appropriate size for a village pitch. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period? 

Yes, currently, the space is used for football, but 
this is dependent on an ongoing agreement 
between the owner and the club. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation At Regulation 14 stage (e.g., via the householder 
leaflet and village event) and through follow-up 
landowner letters.  

Landowner support/objection Written response from landowner questioning 
the need for this designation as already very 
beneficial community relationships in place with 
respect to this parcel of land.  
Land meets LGS designation criteria but it is not 
in the best interest of the community as it could 
upset the very strong and long running 
relationship in place between the landowner and 
the football club. This would not be a good 
outcome for the village. 

Recommendation Do not designate as an LGS 
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 Open space currently being used as a cricket ground – Steventon End 

 

Site Details 

Description and purpose Open green space, currently used as the village 
cricket pitch with Pavilion (Club House). 

Checklist 

Are there any statutory designations?  No 

Is the site designated for any purpose in the 
Local Plan? 

No 

Are there any current planning permissions on 
the site? 

No 

What is the site area? 23,400 m2 

Who owns it? Local and private landowner/also resident in the 
village.  

NPPF Criteria Assessment 

Is it close to the community it services? It is within walking distance of the whole village. 

Is there public access? Only on match days 
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Is there any ecological significance? Mown grassland surrounded by hedges, trees 
and parkland. 

Is it historically significant? Quintessential site for village cricket in front of a 
country house. 

Is it demonstrably special to the local 
community and hold a particular local 
significance 

Recreational value Village cricket is part of most 
villages. Ashdon Cricket Club is lucky to play in 
such an attractive setting. 

Is it local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land? 

Yes, not an extensive tract of land, but 
appropriate for playing a cricket match. 

Is the space capable of enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period? 

Yes, currently, the space is used for cricket. This 
is dependent on an ongoing agreement between 
the owner and the club. 

Conclusion: Meets LGS criteria? Yes. 

Landowner consultation and LGS recommendation 

Landowner consultation At Regulation 14 stage (e.g., via the householder 
leaflet and village event) and through follow-up 
landowner letters.  

Landowner support/objection Written response from landowner questioning 
the need for this designation as already very 
beneficial community relationships in place with 
respect to this parcel of land.   
Land meets LGS designation criteria, but it is not 
in the community's best interest as it could upset 
the very strong and long-running relationship 
between the landowner and cricket club. This 
would not be a good outcome for the village. 

Recommendation Do not designate as an LGS 
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Appendix 1. Notification letters sent to local landowners 
 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Office 

The Moor Pasture Cottage 

Radwinter Road 

Ashdon 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

Essex CB10 2LZ 

website:   www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

contact:     janegray22@icloud.com 

tel:             07967444321 

9th December 2021 

Dear Mr Alan Bidwell, 

Wildlife Meadow - Beeches Nursery 

As you know that the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have been 

collecting and collating information from parishioners.  We have arrived at a draft 

stage of the Plan (Pre-submission draft) and part of the evidence base that informs 

the policies is a Local Green Space Document 2021 - 2036.  This document 

currently includes the Wildlife Meadow-Beeches Nursery and is available for viewing 

on the documents page on our website:  www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

We have just completed a pre-submission public consultation (Regulation 14) and 

we notice that you did not formally respond to this consultation. 

As an owner of an area that is proposed to be designated as a Local Green Space 

under the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan we wanted to give you further opportunity to 

respond to us on this matter.  This could be in writing by 23rd January 2022 date 

and/or via discussion with us. 

The designation of land as a Local Green Space (LGS) through Local and 

Neighbourhood Plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of 

particular importance to them, these Spaces are often important to the village setting 

and may include community use. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2021 sets out in paragraph 102 the criteria which all Local Green Spaces need to 

meet: - 

The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green 
space is:  

1. a)  in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.  

2. b)  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 

http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
mailto:janegray22@icloud.com
http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
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significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity 
or richness of its wildlife; and  

3. c)  local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.  

Would designation place any restrictions or obligations on landowners? 

National planning practice guidance states that “Designating a green area as Local Green 

Space would give it protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt, but otherwise 

there are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners” 

Government planning practice Guidance - Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306  

The Steering Group would welcome the opportunity to discuss this potential 

designation with you. We are currently working through the Regulation 14 comments 

and considering what amendments are needed to the Pre-submission draft of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. Your views in this process would be much appreciated. Our 

contact details are listed above, and we look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Jane Gray 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Secretary. 

 

cc Ashdon Steering Group  
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Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Office 

The Moor Pasture Cottage 

Radwinter Road 

Ashdon 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

Essex CB10 2LZ 

website:   www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

contact:     janegray22@icloud.com 

tel:             07967444321 

9th December 2021 

Dear Philip, 

Bidwells Meadow 

As you know the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have been collecting 

and collating information from parishioners.  We have arrived at a draft stage of the 

Plan  (Pre- submission draft) and part of the evidence base that informs the policies 

is a Local Green Space Document 2021 - 2036.  This document which currently 

includes Bidwells Meadow is available for viewing on the documents page of our 

website:  www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

We know you came to the pre-submission public consultation (Regulation 14) event, 

but we notice that you did not formally respond to this consultation. 

As an owner of an area that is proposed to be designated as a Local Green Space 

under the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan we wanted to give you further opportunity to 

respond to us on this matter.  This could be in writing by 23rd January 2022 date 

and/or via discussion with us. 

The designation of land as a Local Green Space (LGS) through Local and 

Neighbourhood Plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of 

particular importance to them, these Spaces are often important to the village setting 

and may include community use. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2021 sets out in paragraph 102 the criteria which all Local Green Spaces need to 

meet: - 

The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green 
space is:  

1. a)  in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.  

2. b)  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 

http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
mailto:janegray22@icloud.com
http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
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significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity 
or richness of its wildlife; and  

3. c)  local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

Would designation place any restrictions or obligations on landowners? 

National planning practice guidance states that “Designating a green area as Local Green 

Space would give it protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt, but otherwise 

there are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners” 

Government planning practice Guidance - Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306  

The Steering Group would welcome the opportunity to discuss this potential 

designation with you. We are currently working through the Regulation 14 comments 

and considering what amendments are needed to the Pre-submission draft of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. Your views in this process would be much appreciated. Our 

contact details are listed above, and we look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Jane Gray 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Secretary. 

cc Ashdon Steering Group  
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Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Office 

The Moor Pasture Cottage 

Radwinter Road 

Ashdon 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

Essex CB10 2LZ 

 

website:   www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

contact:     janegray22@icloud.com 

tel:             07967444321 

9th December 2021 

 

Dear Mr McGougan, 

Allotments and Allotment meadow 

You may know that the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have been 

collecting and collating information from parishioners.  We have arrived at a draft 

stage of the Plan (Pre-submission draft) and part of the evidence base that informs 

the policies is a Local Green Space Document 2021 - 2036.  This document, which 

currently includes the Allotments and the Allotment Meadow, is available for viewing 

on the documents page of our website:  www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

We have just completed a pre-submission public consultation (Regulation 14) and 

notice that you did not formally respond to this consultation. 

As an owner of an area that is proposed to be designated as a Local Green Space 

under the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan we wanted to give you further opportunity to 

respond to us on this matter.  This could be in writing by 23rd January 2022 date 

and/or via discussion with us. 

The designation of land as a Local Green Space (LGS) through Local and 

Neighbourhood Plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of 

particular importance to them, these Spaces are often important to the village setting 

and may include community use. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2021 sets out in paragraph 102 the criteria which all Local Green Spaces need to 

meet: - 

The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green 
space is:  

1. a)  in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.  

http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
mailto:janegray22@icloud.com
http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
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2. b)  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity 
or richness of its wildlife; and  

3. c)  local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

Would designation place any restrictions or obligations on landowners? 

National planning practice guidance states that “Designating a green area as Local Green 

Space would give it protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt, but otherwise 

there are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners” 

Government planning practice Guidance - Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306  

The Steering Group would welcome the opportunity to discuss this potential 

designation with you. We are currently working through the Regulation 14 comments 

and considering what amendments are needed to the Pre-submission draft of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. Your views in this process would be much appreciated. Our 

contact details are listed above, and we look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Jane Gray 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Secretary. 

cc Ashdon Steering Group  

  



March 2022 

 

47 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Office 

The Moor Pasture Cottage 

Radwinter Road 

Ashdon 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

Essex CB10 2LZ 

 

website:   www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

contact:     janegray22@icloud.com 

tel:             07967444321 

 

9th December 2021 

 

Dear Venerable Arch Deacon Robin King,(Diocese of Chelmsford) 

 

Ashdon Cemetery  

 

You may know that the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have been collecting 

and collating information from parishioners.  We have arrived at a draft stage of the Plan 

(Pre-submission draft) and part of the evidence base that informs the policies is a Local 

Green Space Document 2021 - 2036.  This document, which currently includes the Ashdon 

Cemetery, is available for viewing on the documents page of our website:  

www.ashdonplan.co.uk   

We have just completed a pre-submission public consultation (Regulation 14) and 

notice that you did not formally respond to this consultation. 

As an owner of an area that is proposed to be designated as a Local Green Space 

under the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan we wanted to give you further opportunity to 

respond to us on this matter.  This could be in writing by 23rd January 2022 date 

and/or via discussion with us. 

The designation of land as a Local Green Space (LGS) through Local and Neighbourhood 

Plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of particular importance to 

them, these Spaces are often important to the village setting and may include community 

use. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2021 sets out in paragraph 102 the 

criteria which all Local Green Spaces need to meet: - 

The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green 
space is:  

1. a)  in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.  

http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
mailto:janegray22@icloud.com
http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
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2. b)  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity 
or richness of its wildlife; and  

3. c)  local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.  

Would designation place any restrictions or obligations on landowners? 

National planning practice guidance states that “Designating a green area as Local Green 

Space would give it protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt, but otherwise 

there are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners” 

Government planning practice Guidance - Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306  

The Steering Group would welcome the opportunity to discuss this potential designation with 

you. We are currently working through the Regulation 14 comments and considering what 

amendments are needed to the Pre-submission draft of the Neighbourhood Plan. Your views 

in this process would be much appreciated. Our contact details are listed above, and we 

look forward to hearing from you.  

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Jane Gray 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Secretary. 

cc Ashdon Steering Group  
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Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Office 

The Moor Pasture Cottage 

Radwinter Road 

Ashdon 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

Essex CB10 2LZ 

 

website:   www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

contact:     janegray22@icloud.com 

tel:             07967444321 

 

9th December 2021 

Dear Mrs Lamb 

Glebe meadow, opposite The Old Rectory 

You may know that the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have been 

collecting and collating information from parishioners.  We have arrived at a draft 

stage of the Plan (Pre-submission draft) and part of the evidence base that informs 

the policies is a Local Green Space Document 2021 - 2036.  This document which 

currently includes Glebe meadow, opposite The Old Rectory is available for viewing 

on the documents page on our website:  www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

We know you and your daughter came to the pre submission public consultation 

(Regulation 14) event, but we notice that you did not formally respond to this 

consultation. 

As an owner of an area that is proposed to be designated as a Local Green Space 

under the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan we wanted to give you further opportunity to 

respond to us on this matter.  This could be in writing by 23rd January 2022 date 

and/or via discussion with us. 

The designation of land as a Local Green Space (LGS) through Local and 

Neighbourhood Plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of 

particular importance to them, these Spaces are often important to the village setting 

and may include community use. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2021 sets out in paragraph 102 the criteria which all Local Green Spaces need to 

meet: - 

The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green 
space is:  

http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
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1. a)  in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.  

2. b)  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity 
or richness of its wildlife; and  

3. c)  local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

Would designation place any restrictions or obligations on landowners? 

National planning practice guidance states that “Designating a green area as Local Green 

Space would give it protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt, but otherwise 

there are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners” 

Government planning practice Guidance - Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306  

The Steering Group would welcome the opportunity to discuss this potential 

designation with you. We are currently working through the Regulation 14 comments 

and considering what amendments are needed to the Pre-submission draft of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. Your views in this process would be much appreciated. Our 

contact details are listed above, and we look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Jane Gray 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Secretary. 

 

cc Ashdon Steering Group  
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Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Office 

The Moor Pasture Cottage 

Radwinter Road 

Ashdon 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

Essex CB10 2LZ 

 

website:   www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

contact:     janegray22@icloud.com 

tel:             07967444321 

 

9th December 2021 

 

Dear Mr and Mrs Vestey, 

Open space currently being used as a football pitch- Knox End 

Open space currently being used as a cricket pitch- Steventon End 

You may both know that the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have been 

collecting and collating information from parishioners.  We have arrived at a draft 

stage of the Plan (Pre-submission draft) and part of the evidence base that informs 

the policies is a Local Green Space Document 2021 - 2036.  This document, which 

currently includes the above two areas, is available for viewing on the documents 

page of our website:  www.ashdonplan.co.uk  

We have just completed a pre-submission public consultation (Regulation 14) and 

notice that you did not formally respond to this consultation. 

As an owner of two areas that are proposed to be designated as a Local Green 

Space under the Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan we wanted to give you further 

opportunity to respond to us on this matter.  This could be in writing by 23rd January 

2022 date and/or via discussion with us. 

The designation of land as a Local Green Space (LGS) through Local and 

Neighbourhood Plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of 

particular importance to them, these Spaces are often important to the village setting 

and may include community use. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2021 sets out in paragraph 102 the criteria which all Local Green Spaces need to 

meet: - 

The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green 
space is:  

1. a)  in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.  

http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
mailto:janegray22@icloud.com
http://www.ashdonplan.co.uk/
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2. b)  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity 
or richness of its wildlife; and  

3. c)  local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.  

Would designation place any restrictions or obligations on landowners? 

National planning practice guidance states that “Designating a green area as Local Green 

Space would give it protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt, but otherwise 

there are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners” 

Government planning practice Guidance - Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306  

The Steering Group would welcome the opportunity to discuss this potential 

designation with you. We are currently working through the Regulation 14 comments 

and considering what amendments are needed to the Pre-submission draft of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. Your views in this process would be much appreciated. Our 

contact details are listed above, and we look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Jane Gray 

Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Secretary. 

 

cc Ashdon Steering Group   
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Appendix 2. Written responses from local landowners 
 

Donkey field/Bidwells meadow 
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Old Rectory meadow 
 
 
Jane Lamb, 
The Old Rectory, 
Rectory Lane, 
Ashdon, 
Saffron Walden.  
Essex. 
CB10 2HN 
 
 
2nd January 2022 
 
 
Dear Jane, 
 
 
In reference to your letter, as Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Secretary, dated 
9th December 2021, I am writing to you with my comments on this proposal.  
Firstly, I would like to make my remarks regarding the name Glebe Meadow. 
 
When my husband and I purchased the land in question it was with the vision to secure the 
Old Rectory in the centre of our land. We had always referred to the footpath as the Glebe 
Path but at no time after the purchase, did we wish it to be still considered glebe land. The 
glebe land today is the land beyond our hedge boundary. Our intention and therefore 
subsequent dealings with our (my) solicitor are pertinent to making sure the land belongs to 
the Old Rectory estate. It thus needs to retain its status as Old Rectory land. I was rather 
surprised that your plan and intentions regarding my land was not run past me first especially 
before your deciding to give the land the name Glebe Meadow. Who chose the name? Why 
is it necessary to name our land? 
 
I am naturally pleased that our endeavours as a couple have received this appreciation but 
wish to make it known that we bought it as 4 acres of what was ploughed farmland and 
transformed it with dedication and cost into the space it is now- an enclosed pasture 
surrounded by maintained native hedging planted with the carefully planned positioning of the 
free-standing oak trees. As well as the value it holds for Ashdon parishioners, the value held 
within our family is beyond measure especially as the trees were planted and dedicated to our 
family members. 
 
I would like to follow with further comment relating to a potential designation as a local green 
space. 
My concern here is that this may lead to each individual having his or her interpretation for 
what constitutes a local green space especially regarding the criteria suggesting it is serving 
a community. I wish it to be made very clear that any right of way is only on the footpath, the 
land itself is private. The land purchased, planted and maintained by us over the last 26 years 
was in order to protect it in the future. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jane Lamb   
 
 

Jane Lamb, 
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The Old Rectory, 
Rectory Lane,  
Ashdon,   
Saffron Walden, 
Essex 
CB10 2HN 
 
5th January 2022 
 
Dear Jane, 
 
Further to my letter of 2nd January and our telephone conversation yesterday and after 
careful studying and consideration of the proposal within this Local Green Space Document, 
as the owner of the land in question, I have reached the decision that I wish it to be removed 
from the proposal as well as all references to the name Glebe Meadow. 
 
Please can you confirm in writing once the above amendments have taken place. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jane Lamb 
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Football pitch/cricket pitch, Steventon End 
 
From: Tim Vestey <trgv@icloud.com> 

Subject: Ashdon Neighbourhood Plan 

Date: 9 January 2022 at 18:32:26 GMT 

To: janegray22@icloud.com 

 

Dear Jane, 
 
I write in response to your letter of 9th December regarding the Ashdon 
Neighbourhood Plan and the intentions to designate the Cricket Pitch and Football 
Pitch as Local Green Space. Both the Cricket and Football Clubs lease the land for 
their Clubs from us on a peppercorn rent, arrangements which stretch back to when 
my grandparents first purchased Waltons in the 1950’s, and indeed arrangements 
inherited from the previous owner. The relationships have been direct between us as 
landowners and the Clubs and have been kept strong by respectfulness and 
responsiveness to each other’s needs.  
 
The relationships were significantly damaged by a Parish Council decision, without 
reference to us as landowners nor the Clubs as tenants, to designate both areas as 
Assets of Community Value. Without warning or consultation this designation 
restricted our ability to sell the designated land without first offering it to the Clubs. 
This unwelcome designation had potential to evolve into a right to buy or an outright 
prohibition on sale, which given the strategically important and sensitive location of 
the cricket pitch in particular, was an unacceptable outcome for us as landowners. 
Both Clubs recognise that for these relationships to endure they have to work for all 
parties, and that if the landowner is threatened with hostile legislation, his mitigation 
will almost certainly entail termination of the relationship. Happily the threat posed by 
Assets of Community Value has been resolved by the expiry and non-renewal of the 
designations after a five year term. 
 
We are concerned that so soon after resolving that last designation there is a 
proposal to replace it with another. As previously, it is not the initial designation 
terms that cause concern, but the potential that they evolve into something 
completely different. Designation of any form is the first step which puts the asset ‘on 
the radar’ for future legislation. Having demonstrated long term generosity to these 
two sporting clubs, exposing the landowner to future legislative threats and 
uncertainty is a strange way for the Parish Council to convey its appreciation. 
 
I have talked to the Chairman of both the Cricket Club and Football Club and we all 
believe that designation in the Parish Plan will not enhance the strength or longevity 
of our relationships as landowner and tenant, in fact it can only damage them. Our 
strong preference is therefore that designation should not happen. I am sorry not to 
be able to respond more positively to this proposal, which if enacted we fear will 
ultimately spell the end of these beneficial community relationships, which one would 
have to conclude was a sadly unnecessary ‘own goal’.  
 
Best wishes, Tim Vestey 
 

 

  

mailto:trgv@icloud.com
mailto:janegray22@icloud.com
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“Spending time in the natural environment – as a resident or 

a visitor – improves our mental health and feelings of 

wellbeing. It can reduce stress, fatigue, anxiety and 

depression. It can help boost immune systems, encourage 

physical activity and may reduce the risk of chronic diseases 

such as asthma. It can combat loneliness and bind 

communities together.” 

HM Government. A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment. 


