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2.0 OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY AREA 

2.1 General 

2.1.1 This section provides an overview of the Study Area.  It describes the physical and historical 
influences on the landscape, and identifies the key forces for change affecting landscape 
character today.  This section also provides an overview of landscape character across the 
Study Area as a whole in its national and county context. 

2.2 Physical Influences on the Shaping of the Landscape 

2.2.1 The landscape within the Study Area has evolved as a result of an interaction of the physical 
structure of the landscape and the vegetation and land uses that cover it.  To understand what 
makes a place distinctive, it is useful to identify the key physical influences that have shaped 
the landscape over time. 

2.2.2 The basic structure of the landscape is fundamentally influenced by its underlying rocks and 
relief.  Geology and the processes of weathering, erosion and deposition influence the shape 
and form of the landscape and its drainage and soils.  In turn, these influence patterns of 
vegetation and land use. 

Geology, Landform and Drainage 

2.2.3 The oldest rocks were laid down between 440 and 360 million years ago.  They mainly 
consist of hard, slaty shales, mudstones and sandstones.  Overlying this base are a number of 
different geological layers that have formed and undergone erosion through marine, fluvial 
and glacial processes between 135 million years ago to the present to form the rock structure 
of the Study Area today. 

2.2.4 The surface geology of the Study Area (see Figure 2.1) is dominated by the deposition of 
glacial tills laid down during the Quaternary Period when the area was subjected to periodic 
ice advances and retreats  as  the climate cooled and warmed.   This  led to a  complex mix of  
glacial, proglacial and periglacial deposits overlying each other, forming a generally flat 
landscape near the coast developing into gently undulating hills and valleys in the northwest 
with a corresponding mixture of soils and vegetation cover. 

2.2.5 In the coastal plains of the Study Area, alluvial mud deposits laid down on the floor of a 
subtropical sea 50 million years ago overlay the London Clay.  This forms the extensive area 
of  low flat  land in the southeast  near  to  the coast  at  an altitude of  0-20m AOD (see Figure 
2.2). 

2.2.6 Overlying the alluvial deposits, soils along the coastline are derived largely from intertidal 
alluvial muds, which give rise to reclaimed coastal marshes with stoneless, clayey, silty and 
loamy soils.  The soils on the saltmarshes are heavy gleys that undergo periodic waterlogging 
from fluctuations in the ground water table.  Good arable yields have resulted from under-
draining, levelling and liming. 

2.2.7 Inland from the coastal marshes, the soils on the London Clay are seasonally water-logged 
slowly permeable heavy clay soils.  There are some lighter soils on foot slopes.  Generally the 
soils shrink and crack on drying, swelling on rewetting.  When wet the soils become very 
sticky and plastic, they are not easy to cultivate requiring drainage to grow arable crops. 
Along the river courses alluvial sand and gravels provide well-drained fertile soils on 
undulating valleys.  Surrounding the valleys are low hills and ridges the highest of which is 
Danbury Hill at 116m AOD. 
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2.2.8 On the hills above the London Clay, the capping of the fine sands of the Bagshot Beds by the 
pebbly clay drifts have led to acidic soils with low natural fertility that are easily cultivated. 

2.2.9 In the northwest of the Study Area, the geology changes to glacial tills composed of sands 
and gravels overlain by the most extensive soils in the area, pelosols.  These are heavy acidic 
soils often prone to waterlogging in winter months and to shrinking and cracking in summer 
resulting in a predominance of pasture fields on the low hills and ridges. 

2.2.10 In the northwest of Uttlesford, the altitude reaches just over 130m AOD to the west of 
Saffron Walden.   In this  area the chalk is  exposed at  the surface and has given the area its  
characteristic rolling topography and free draining poor alkaline soils that support widespread 
cereal farming. 

2.2.11 The Study Area has a large intricate network of rivers and streams.  These are an important 
component of the area’s topography, character and identity and are frequently of landscape, 
nature conservation and heritage value.  To the north the valleys become steeper and more 
deeply cut. 

2.2.12 Most of the rivers flow towards either the Thames or the North Sea (see Figure 2.2). Only 
the Cam flows northward.  Principal rivers within the Study Area are the Stour, Colne, 
Blackwater, Chelmer and Crouch.  The Colne, Blackwater, Chelmer and tributaries rise in the 
plateau to the north and flow south where their estuaries are extensive and contribute to the 
deeply indented coastline.  The Crouch flows east across the undulating lowland to the south 
of  the  plateau  and  when  joined  by  the  Roach  forms  an  estuary  complex  that  includes  the  
islands of Wallasea, Potton and Foulness. 

2.2.13 The coastline is mainly marshland and is characterised by a maze of winding shallow creeks, 
drowned estuaries, mudflats and broad tracts of tidal salt-marsh with sand and shingle 
beaches along the coast edge.  The relatively permanent, branching, meandering creeks, 
dissect the salt marshes. 

Landcover and Ecological Character 

2.2.14 The rural landscape of the Study Area is predominantly used for arable or improved pasture, 
particularly on the flat or gently undulating land.  The rich soils are intensively cultivated and 
large cereal fields are a major feature of the landscape.  The cereal field margins occasionally 
support uncommon plants such as cornflower, broad-leaved cudweed, corn cleavers and 
shepherd’s needle. 

2.2.15 There are significant areas of remaining semi-natural habitat that make an important 
contribution to the area’s distinctive character.  The presence and distribution of these 
habitats is strongly influenced by geology and landform, and include woodland, grassland, 
heath, estuary, saltmarsh and mudflat and freshwater and open water habitats.  Many sites 
where these habitats occur are designated as Ramsar Sites, candidate Special Areas of 
Conservation (cSAC), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Sites of Importance for 
Nature Conservation (SINCs)1, Special Protection Areas (SPA), National Nature Reserves 
(NNR) and/or Local Nature Reserves (LNR).  The distribution of these areas designated for 
their nature conservation value are shown on Figure 2.3 and described below in relation to 
key habitat types. 

1  SINCs are also referred to as County Wildlife Sties, which will become known as Local Wildlife Sites in due 
course. 
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Woodland 

2.2.16 There are areas of lowland beech and yew woodland scattered in the west of the Study Area 
on the pelosols overlying glacial tills.  This type of woodland includes a variety of vegetation 
types reflecting soil and topographical differences.  The canopy can include mixtures of 
beech, ash, sycamore, yew and whitebeam.  Some of these woods are former pasture 
woodland, where grazing as well as wood production was practised. 

2.2.17 Ancient Woodland, practically all of which have been coppiced since medieval times or 
earlier, are found throughout the Study Area on the various soil types.  Examples of the 
ancient woodland include Bovingdon Hall Woods SSSI (north of Braintree), West Wood, 
Little Sampford SSSI (northeast of Thaxted), Nunn Wood SSSI (west of Ashdon).  Many of 
the areas of ancient woodland are ancient Pedunculate Oak-Hornbeam coppice-with-
standards woodland.  They provide valuable habitats for invertebrates, dormouse and 
breeding birds. 

Grassland 

2.2.18 There are a number of broad types of grassland determined by the plant species which are 
largely influenced by the soil type and underlying geology.  However within the Study Area a 
lot of the grassland has been drained and agriculturally improved for pasture, but some 
grasslands of conservation importance remain.  For example there are two small areas of 
calcareous grassland on the chalk hills at Debden Water SSSI near Newport in the northwest 
of  the  Study  Area  and  a  further  small  area  of  calcareous  grassland  as  well  as  unimproved  
neutral grassland at Ashdon Meadows SSSI near Saffron Walden. 

2.2.19 Wet grasslands are also common in the Study Area.  Of particular importance are the 
floodplain marshes of the Thames and Cam, where areas of permanent grassland are 
deliberately flooded to prevent rivers over-topping. 

Heath 

2.2.20 The largest remaining fragments of heath within the Study Area are located around Danbury 
east of Chelmsford on the brown calcareous earths.  Danbury Common SSSI is one of the 
largest areas of heathland remaining in Essex and shows various stages in the succession 
from open heath, through bracken and gorse scrub, to birch and oak woodland.  The upper 
parts of the site are located on the glacial gravels capping Danbury Ridge.  Lower down, 
spring lines and flushes at the junction between the gravels and the underlying clay give rise 
to boggy areas of heath and moist woodlands.  Unimproved meadows adjacent to the 
Common support a rich grassland flora including a number of uncommon species.  There are 
also other smaller fragments found in the south and in the northeast corner. 

Estuary, Saltmarsh and Mudflat 

2.2.21 The Essex Coast is among the top five coastal wetlands in the UK.  Grazing marshes 
dominate the southeast corner of the Study Area along the coast of the Greater Thames 
Estuary  such  as  at  Sandbeach  Meadows  SSSI  located  on  the  intertidal  alluvial  muds.   The  
estuaries, floodplain and coastal marshes are important for the invertebrate fauna of both the 
wet grasslands and their associated ditches, and support internationally important populations 
of wintering waterfowl.  These areas along the coast of the Study Area are of international 
significance and designated as candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs), Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs), or Ramsar sites as well as Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs) and National Nature Reserves (NNRs). 
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2.2.22 The Essex Estuaries cSAC is a large estuarine site forming the eastern coastal boundary of 
the Study Area.  It is a typical, undeveloped, flat low lying coastal plain estuarine system 
with associated open coast mudflats and sandbanks.  The site comprises the major estuaries 
of the Blackwater, Crouch and Roach rivers and is important as an extensive area of 
contiguous estuarine habitat.  Essex Estuaries also contains a very wide range of 
characteristic marine and estuarine sediment communities and some diverse and unusual 
marine communities in the lower reaches. 

2.2.23 Blackwater Estuary is the largest estuary in Essex north of the Thames and one of the largest 
estuarine complexes in East Anglia.  Fringed by saltmarsh, its mudflats, on the upper shores, 
support internationally and nationally important numbers of over wintering waterfowl.  The 
seawall, ancient grazing marsh, associated fleet and ditch systems and semi-improved 
grassland are all of high conservation interest. 

2.2.24  Dengie  SPA  is  located  on  the  coast.   It  is  a  large  remote  area  of  tidal  mud-flats  and  
saltmarshes at the eastern end of the Dengie Peninsula, between the adjacent Blackwater and 
Crouch Estuaries.  The saltmarsh is the largest continuous example of its type in Essex. 
Foreshore, saltmarsh and beaches support an outstanding assemblage of rare coastal flora. 

2.2.25 The Crouch and Roach Estuaries SPA are located on the southeast coast of the Study Area. 
The River Crouch occupies a shallow valley between two ridges of London Clay, whilst the 
River Roach is set predominantly between areas of brick earth and loams with patches of 
sand and gravel.  The intertidal zone along the Rivers Crouch and Roach is 'squeezed' 
between the sea walls along both banks and the river channel.  Unlike more extensive 
estuaries elsewhere in Essex, there is only a relatively narrow strip of tidal mud which, 
nonetheless, is used by significant numbers of birds. 

Fresh Water and Open Water Habitats 

2.2.26 A complex of rivers and streams flow across the Study Area, many of which have been 
modified for flood alleviation or drainage.  The rivers support a varied aquatic and emergent 
flora and scarce plants such as along the River Ter SSSI, west of Terling.  Chalk rivers in the 
northwest of the Study Area are particularly rich in species. 

2.2.27 A number of animal species occur in the rivers, including the freshwater pea mussel, the 
white clawed crayfish, otters and water voles.  The river corridors also provide rich foraging 
habitats for many of the ten species of bat recorded in East of England. 

2.2.28 There are flooded gravel pits, clay pits and reservoirs in the Study Area, forming significant 
landscape features.  The artificial water bodies have a wide range of water and substrate 
types, with a corresponding variety of aquatic plants.  One example is Glemsford Pits SSSI 
comprising a series of water-filled disused gravel workings and a length of the River Stour on 
the Essex/Suffolk border. 

2.2.29 Hanningfield Reservoir SSSI, approximately 5 miles south of Chelmsford, is the second 
largest reservoir in Essex.  Its main scientific interest lies in its breeding and wintering 
wildfowl. 

2.2.30 Most natural bodies of open water in the Study Area are eutrophic (rich in nutrients) or 
mesotrophic/eutrophic (medium – rich in nutrients).  Small ponds and lakes are also 
abundant. 
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2.3 Historical Influences on the Landscape 

Settlement of the Landscape 

2.3.1 The landscape of the Study Area has long been subject to episodes of settlement, 
abandonment and reuse, evolving into the present day rich tapestry. 

2.3.2 People have transformed the landscape of this area from their first appearance in the 
Palaeolithic (500,000 – 10,000BC).  The wildwood forests that covered the Study Area were 
slowly  cleared  as  people  began  to  inhabit  and  use  the  area.   Favoured  areas  for  the  early  
hunter-gatherers of the Palaeolithic and the Mesolithic (c.10, 000 to c.4, 000 BC) were the 
rich  and  fertile  river  valleys.   A  few flint  artefacts,  dating  from the  Palaeolithic  have  been  
found in the gravels of the river valleys.  However, from at least the Mesolithic (c.8000 BC), 
the diverse landscapes within the boundaries of the modern Boroughs and Districts of 
Brentwood, Braintree, Chelmsford, Malton and Uttlesford has attracted continuous human 
occupation.  The presence of human groups, whose economy was based entirely on hunting 
and gathering is attested by flint scatters, which are widespread.  These collections of flint 
tools and waste flakes concentrate on the sands and gravels of the river valleys and wooded 
hills, with a major site at Great Baddow.  One of the most important and extensive sites is in 
the far south-east of Chelmsford District, around the junction of Fenn Creek and the Crouch 
at South Woodham Ferrers.  This site, like many others around the coast of Maldon District, 
is now within the estuarine intertidal zone, however, during the Mesolithic it would have 
occupied a location adjacent to freshwater streams, and probably represents a ‘base camp’. 
This would have operated for quite lengthy periods during particular seasons and was 
reoccupied year on year over many generations. 

2.3.3 As agriculture was adopted in the Neolithic period (4000 – 2200 BC), at first only 
augmenting rather than replacing the existing hunter-gather economy, land management 
practices dramatically altered, and probably involved increased clearance of woodland and 
more permanent settlement.  Investigation over the last twenty years has revealed a 
sophisticated social and economic system operating throughout parts of the region, if not the 
entirety of it.  In some area, for example Chelmsford, major ceremonial monuments were 
built.  The Springfield Cursus, a kind of processional way defined by a large ditch and 
internal bank with a circular setting of upright posts within the eastern terminal, was 
constructed just above the floodplain of the Chelmer.  A Causewayed Enclosure was 
constructed at Springfield Lyons commanding wide views of the valley.  This site was 
defined by a deep ditch broken by many gaps, or causeways (hence the name) which cut off a 
neck of land between two small streams.  Both the Springfield monuments lie close to the 
edge of the Boulder clay plateau.  They thus occur at a transitional point in the landscape for 
people passing to and from the river valleys up on to the boulder clays, and may have been 
gathering places, at particular times of year, for normally dispersed communities. 

2.3.4 This process continued and intensified during the Bronze Age (2200 – 700 BC).  Numerous 
cropmark ring-ditches, the remains of early and middle Bronze Age barrows, are known 
throughout the area.  By the Late Bronze Age (c 1000BC) the economy was fully 
agricultural, and some locations within the area were densely occupied, for example the area 
of the present Chelmsford Borough.  At this time a landscape of farms or small groups of 
buildings was dominated by circular enclosures like those found at Great Baddow and 
Springfield Lyons.  The latter site besides being strategically placed within the landscape was 
located at a place already hallowed by traditional ancestral associations represented by the 
remains of the Neolithic causewayed enclosure.  Extensive excavations of the Springfield site 
revealed that it had a deep ditch, rampart and impressive gate structure.  The largest quantity 
of clay moulds for casting bronze swords ever found at a Bronze Age site in Britain were 
recovered during excavation of the enclosure ditch.  Other settlements have been excavated 
throughout Brentwood, Braintree, Chelmsford, Maldon and Uttlesford Boroughs and Districts 
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and have been found to have been either enclosed by small fairly shallow ditchers of 
unenclosed.  In addition the site excavated at Boreham Interchange contained small post-built 
structures, which appear to have been shrines. 

2.3.5 In addition to the evidence of bronze casting at Springfield Lyons, finds of Bronze Age 
metalwork  are  widespread  throughout  the  region.   The  raw materials  for  this  all  had  to  be  
imported, and the river valleys and estuaries, were crucial routes.  Fenn Creek and the Crouch 
Estuary, which by this stage was fully tidal, provide evidence of the economic importance of 
estuarine areas; the earliest saltern in Essex, of later Bronze Age date has been recorded here. 
Salt would have played a vital role as flavouring, preservative and valuable commodity for 
trade. 

2.3.6 The Iron Age (800 BC – AD 45) brought an increased focus to settlement as the first ‘towns’ 
or  ‘Oppida’  began  to  develop.   Hillforts,  such  as  that  established  at  Danbury  which  
commands wide views to the south across the Crouch valley towards the distant Thames, 
were also an iconic monument of the time.  In general there is more Iron Age settlement 
evidence from the boulder clay areas than other areas within the region.  Rectilinear fields of 
Iron Age/Romano-British date exist within the landscape.  Towards the end of the Iron Age 
coinage was first introduced into Britain and recently a number of Iron Age gold coin hoards 
have been recovered. 

2.3.7 Examples of prehistoric sites in this area include: 

 Slight univallate hillfort, in Brentwood, dating between the late Bronze Age and early Iron 
Age, at the crest of a ridge of sands. 

 Ring Hill Camp in the parish of Littlebury, Uttlesford.  An oval hillfort on a summit of the 
hill overlooking the River Cam. 

2.3.8 Roman settlement (c.43 to 410 AD) was generally built along the Roman roads from the 
coast  and into Colchester,  or  other  economic centres.   In  addition to Colchester  other  small  
towns or significant settlements include Chelmsford, Heybridge, Wickford, Braintree and 
Great Dunmow.  Forts within the region may have been established after AD60 in the 
aftermath of the Boudican rebellion.  The rural hinterland was densely settled, with some Iron 
Age settlements being formalised, such as at Little Waltham.  Villas, bathhouses, Temples, 
administrative centres and also supporting farming systems have all been recorded within the 
region.  Environmental evidence recovered from alluvium and peat in the intertidal zone of 
the Crouch estuary near Fenn Creek has also revealed largely freshwater sedimentation 
perhaps the result of constriction of the tidal flow by bridges at Hullbridge and/or Fambridge. 

2.3.9 Examples of Roman sites in the area include: 

 Roman barrow, in the Parish of Elmdon Langley, Uttlesford.  Circular in plan and 50m in 
diameter.  Ploughing over the years has reduced the mound, but there is still a significant 
amount left to make it a prominent landmark. 

 Roman Villa, in Rivenhall, Braintree.  This site comprises of the remains of at least four 
major Roman building and associated characteristics including Roman burials that have 
been built on a previous Iron Age settlement. 

2.3.10 As the Saxons settled in the Study Area they reused earlier settlements but also created new 
ones.  Settlement also tends to lie around, but at a distance from, the former Roman towns, 
which is probably not an accident.  It seems to be an acknowledgement of the strategic 
importance of river confluences and the significance of the former Roman town, together 
with a desire to keep at a distance from them.  Pollen evidence from peat deposits recorded in 
the valley of the Chelmer and Sandon Brook in advance of construction of the A12 bypass, 

Section 2.0 – Overview of the Study Area 11100101R Final LCAs_09-06 



17 

showed continuous cereal production from the Iron Age throughout the Roman period and 
into the Saxon period. 

2.3.11 The principal towns of the Study Area were market towns by the Domesday Book (1086). 
They each had their own church, and in Maldon and Uttlesford there were several.  In around 
1100, the Bishops of London built a new bridge at Chelmsford which stimulated growth and 
attracted traffic back to the more direct route between London and Colchester.  Brentwood 
was founded as a small market town by the monks of St Osyth in 1177. 

2.3.12 Sizes of communities started to change and many of the estates were laid within medieval 
parkland, of which a number survive within the landscape today.  The settlement pattern was 
essential dispersed, with numerous farmsteads and moated sites, and church/hall complexes 
and greens forming focal points.  Even villages which today are strongly nucleated were 
originally polyfocal.  The complex landscape of Writtle Forest with its compartmentalised 
coppice woodland surrounded by banks and ditches, commons, and green lanes is a fine 
example of a medieval forest of national significance and comparable with the better known 
Hatfield Forest in northwest Essex.  The complex landscape of woods and heaths at Danbury 
and Little Badow preserves many boundary banks of medieval origin defining areas of 
woodland and common.  Much ancient woodland survives but the area is now significantly 
more wooded than in the medieval period with much former common and heathland 
colonised by secondary woodland.  Many of the sites of present day farms and villages 
occupy the sites of their medieval predecessors, and of course timer framed buildings of 
medieval origin survive in use throughout the region.  However, settlement though broadly 
occupying the same location have often shifted slightly over the centuries and the 13th century 
a time of great prosperity and agricultural expansion, saw medieval rural settlement at its 
most widespread.  The 14th century was beset by economic and social unrest, poor harvests, 
wars, epidemics and rebellion, with many more marginal settlements being abandoned never 
to be re-occupied. 

2.3.13 Some of the most striking features of the medieval landscape whether urban or rural were 
monastic establishments and religious houses of various kinds.  These included the college of 
cannons established at Pleshey and the Dominican friary at Chelmsford.  Some elements of 
the medieval priory itself survive although most of the buildings which can be seen today are 
the remains of the post-medieval brick mansion built by Richard Rich, earl of Warwick in the 
second half of the 16th century. 

2.3.14 Examples of medieval sites in these areas include: 

 Cressing Temple, Cressing, Braintree.  Although with its origins in prehistory, Cressing 
Temple developed during the medieval period with barns and a farmhouse that the 
Knights Templar built in the 12th century. 

 Old Thorndon Hall and Gardens, in the parish of Herongate and Ingrave, Brentwood.  The 
remains of this medieval hall and gardens dating back to the Domesday survey, the 17th 

century saw the rebuilding of this hall using as much of the old masonry as possible. 
 Leez Augustinian Priory, fishponds and Tudor mansion, in the parish of Felsted, Great and 

Little Leighs.  The remains of one of the 11 Augustinian houses in Essex until the 
dissolution in 1532.  The mansion built by Lord Rich, is one of the best examples of a 
monastic house being turned into domestic use.  This kind of conversion is very rare and 
of national importance. 

 Canfield  motte  and  bailey  castle  and  moated  site  in  the  parish  of  Great  Canfield.   Flat-
topped motte with the eastern side filled with water, double rampart and ditch around the 
bailey. 
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 Medieval settlement, in the parish of Ashdon.  The remains of a medieval settlement, 
terraces and platforms spreading 100m across the field immediately east to All Saints 
Church. 

2.3.15 The 17th century brought the manor house, many of which were built on the early estates of 
the medieval period.  These were usually set within parkland landscapes, such as Audley End 
House and designed in formal styles influenced by the fashions of the Continent.  By the 18th 

century the Study Area towns were expanding with new trade, the prosperity of which can be 
seen in some of  the buildings such as  the churches and the Town Halls.   This  wealth came 
from wool and silk, however much of the trade and wealth went to neighbouring Colchester. 

2.3.16 The diverse economic base of the rural economy in the region in the late 16th century is 
reflected by a 1582 survey of the manor of Woodham Ferrers which emphasises the presence 
of woodland arable and pasture, including grazing marsh, the proximity both to Chelmsford 
and London, ease of water transport via the Crouch estuary and the value of salt production 
form the saline water of the estuary.  Mounds and earthworks which are the remains of such 
salt production can still be seen in Marsh Farm Country Park, and more extensive and better 
preserved examples lie just across Clements Green Creek at Stow Maries. 

Utilisation of the Marshes and Mudflats 

2.3.17 As unreclaimed environments, the marshes provide an important interface between the land 
and water, and historically have been an important resource for the area’s residents, not only 
providing a rich and varied source of food, including fish, eels, oysters and wildfowl, but also 
serving as the location for important early industrial activity such as salt making and pottery 
production.  The unreclaimed marshes also provided protection.  It is within Maldon that this 
evidence can be found in its 96.54 kilometres (60 miles) of coastline, including salt marshes 
and archaeological evidence of an Iron Age port among other sites. 

2.3.18 Rivers and marshes became the ideal place for industry to grow from as early as the Roman 
period.  The retention of the marshes and reclamation of the marshland within the area dates 
back from the Roman period and has continued through to present day.  By the 12th century, 
wool was one of Britain’s most important exports.  This led to increased pressure on 
reclamation of the marshlands.  Key sites of historical interest in the landscape include: 

 Rat Island: Saltings at the mouth of the Geedon Creek. 
 Abbots Hall farm: 25km of Essex coast and wildlife land. 
 Roman River valley; marsh and woodland fed by springs. 
 Stow Marie’s  Halt:  Nature  reserve  on  the  disused  Maldon  to  Woodham Ferrers  railway  

line. 
 Tollesbury Wick: Salt marsh land and wildlife habitat. 
 Fingringhoe Wick: West shore of the Colne estuary, land and animal conservation area. 

2.3.19 The marshland landscapes of the past were ideal in the production of salt.  The manufacture 
of salt (which began in the Bronze Age) flourished in the early Roman period, turning most 
of the coastline at certain times into a smokey landscape.  By the end of the 1st century AD 
this production went into decline, possibly due to inland salt production sites.  Tollesbury 
Wick, in Malden, shows us the extent of this production with 242.81 hectares (600 acres) of 
salt marsh land. 

2.3.20 Fishing and hunting would have been the earliest forms of industry dating from the 
Palaeolithic to the present day.  Fishing in the later periods became more complex as the 
creeks and estuaries were used to catch fish. 
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Parks 

2.3.21 During the late 16th and 17th centuries, Essex became a key area for wildfowl.  The marshes 
were an ideal landscape for the wildfowl hunters of the past as they are for the bird watchers 
of the present.  Key sites of interest include: 

 Weald Country Park, 202.34 hectares (500 acres) of parkland, which had a deer park from 
1063 along with Remains of an Iron Age settlement dating back to the 1st century BC. 

 Thorndon Park, Comprising of 142.85 hectares (353 acres), smaller now than when it was 
first  recorded  before  the  Norman  Conquest.   At  the  heart  of  the  park  is  an  ancient  deer  
enclosure. 

 Hylands Estate, The house is surrounded by 242.81 hectares (600 acres) of parkland, 
ancient woodland and lakes. 

 Marine Lake.  Europe’s largest marine lake, formally opened in 1905, but having many 
additions to it throughout the 20th century. 

Agriculture 

2.3.22 The adoption of agriculture and its development from the Neolithic to today has been a 
significant influence on the character of the landscape.  Prehistoric agricultural practices took 
place  in  a  variety  of  field  systems  and  open  landscapes,  where  people  used,  reused  and  
abandoned areas across generations.  Prehistoric and Roman field systems are very difficult 
to detect, however it is possible that fields retain some or all of their early pattern and form. 

2.3.23 Both during and after the medieval period, much of the landscape underwent piecemeal 
enclosure, whereby the land had been rationalised into consolidated private ownership 
through a series of private land exchanges and through gradual enclosure of woodland, forest, 
heath and common.  This is also true for parkland such as Thorndon Park, which although not 
imparked until 1414, it had been a park since before the Norman Conquest. 

Communications 

2.3.24 People have always moved within the landscape for activities such as hunting, trading and 
social  meetings.   Trackways,  rivers  and  the  coastal  shores  formed  the  earliest  forms  of  
communication networks from prehistory onwards.  Historic routeways are important as the 
precursors of the modern communication system, but also as a significant influence on the 
sitting of later settlement and other features within the landscape.  Key historical 
communication routes in the Study Area include: 

 Blackwater River in Maldon. 
 Roman roads from Maldon to Colchester. 
 Railway. 
 Routes of modern roads (M11, A12, A120 and A131 for example). 

Historic Landscape Character 

2.3.25 The historic land use features in the present day landscape within the Study Area are mapped 
on Figure 2.4, taken from the Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Study2. This shows 
the extent and distribution of historic field systems and settlements, and other features, that 
together create the cultural dimension of the existing landscape character. 

2 Essex County Council and Southend-on-Sea Borough Council (July 2002). 
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Historic Environment Designations 

2.3.26 A variety of historic environment sites and features within the Study Area are protected in 
recognition of their historical, archaeological and/or architectural value.  These are described 
below: 

Scheduled Monuments 

2.3.27 There are 145 nationally important archaeological sites within Study Area (compared to 297 
in Essex as a whole), which are protected under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Areas Act (1979).  These include: 

 Braintree - 36 Scheduled Monuments 
 Brentwood - 12 Scheduled Monuments 
 Chelmsford - 13 Scheduled Monuments 
 Maldon - 15 Scheduled Monuments 
 Uttlesford - 72 Scheduled Monuments 

Conservation Areas 

2.3.28 There are 122 Conservation Areas of special architectural or historical interest within the 
Study Area (compared to 209 in Essex as a whole) protected under the Listed Building and 
Conservation Areas Act 1990.  These include: 

 Braintree - 39 Conservation Areas 
 Brentwood - 13 Conservation Areas 
 Chelmsford: 24 Conservation Areas 
 Maldon - 11 Conservation Areas 
 Uttlesford - 35 Conservation Areas 

Registered Historic Parks and Gardens 

2.3.29 There are 27 designed landscapes with the Study Area (compared to 37 in Essex as a whole), 
which are included on the English Heritage non-statutory national Register of Parks and 
Gardens of Special Historic Interest.  These include: 

 Braintree - 9 Registered Historic  Parks and Gardens (Belchamp Hall,  Faulkbourne Hall,  
Glazenwood,  Gosfield Hall,  Hatfield Priory,  Saling Grove,  Saling Hall,  Spains Hall  and 
Terling Place). 

 Brentwood - 3 Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (Thorndon Park, Warley Place and 
Weald Park). 

 Chelmsford - 6 Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (Boreham House, Danbury Park, 
Hylands Park, Langleys, New Hall, Boreham and Riffhams). 

 Maldon - 1 Registered Historic Parks and Garden (Braxted Park). 
 Uttlesford - 7 Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (Audley End, Bridge End Gardens, 

Down Hall, Easton Lodge, Quendon Park, Shortgrove Park and The Maze, Saffron 
Walden). 

2.4 Key Forces for Change in the Landscape 

2.4.1 Use of land for housing, minerals, recreation, energy generation and other activities have 
resulted in some places in a general erosion of the character, quality and diversity of the 
landscapes within the Study Area since the mid-twentieth century.  The cumulative effects of 
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small-scale and incremental changes have had a particularly marked effect on the character of 
the landscape. 

2.4.2 The pace, mixture, and scale of landscape will continue to change in the future, which may 
impact, positively or negatively, upon those qualities that make the landscape special.  A key 
challenge is to understand, manage and direct future positive change in the landscape in ways 
that conserve and enhance its essential characteristics and valued attributes, whilst enabling 
sensitively designed development to be accommodated to meet social and economic needs. 

2.4.3 The key global, national and local forces for change that affect the character of the Study 
Area’s landscapes are considered under the following main headings: 

 Agriculture, Land Management and Diversification 
 Socio-Economic Characteristics 
 Infrastructure, Transport and Traffic 
 Built Development 
 Recreation and Tourism 
 Mineral Extraction and Waste 
 Climate Change 

Agriculture, Land Management and Diversification 

2.4.4 Agricultural activity is a vital aspect of the rural environment within the Study Area and is a 
primary factor in shaping the character of the landscape.  Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, 
Maldon and Uttlesford Districts form a highly productive arable farming area.  Pasture is not 
extensive, except in the river valleys where drainage is a constraint on cultivation. 

2.4.5 Agriculture has the ability to substantially enhance and detract from the character of the 
landscape in a relatively short period of time, primarily due to an increase in mechanisation 
and intensive practices.  These have, over the last fifty years, contributed to the changes in 
the rural environment through intensive cropping, loss of field boundaries, introduction of a 
larger-scale field pattern, drainage of marshes/wetlands, and the introduction of new farm 
buildings.  Pastures and coastal grazing marshes are dependent on appropriate livestock 
grazing practices.  On some coastal grazing marshes scrub encroachment is becoming a 
problem due to lack of grazing/management. 

2.4.6 Changes in farming practice and fluctuations in the agricultural economy have an important 
impact and these changes will only increase, as global markets become a major influencing 
factor.  Whilst the effects of post-1945 agricultural change on landscape character are well 
understood, future changes may result from increasing competition in a global market place, 
ongoing from the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy and the proposals of the 
Government Strategy for Sustainable Farming and Food, including proposed Entry-Level 
Agri-Environment  Scheme (ELS) and Higher  Tier  Scheme,  are  yet  to  become clear.   There 
may be ongoing adverse effect on character, as well as important opportunities to enhance 
and restore character as a result of changes in policy. 

2.4.7 The area was affected by Dutch Elm disease and there has been a gradual decline in 
traditional hedge-laying and coppicing creating more fragmented and gappy hedgerows. 

2.4.8 Historically the marshes on the coastal fringe of Maldon District (aligning the Blackwater 
Estuary) were utilised for purposes other than agriculture.  The diverse saltmarshes provided 
a rich food resource (oysters) and were also utilised in early industrial activity (salt-making). 
With gradual agricultural and industrial change, there was pressure for more pasture and 
agricultural land within the coastal margins.  This led to the enclosure of areas of saltmarsh 
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and drainage of other coastal wetland areas (through installation of a sea wall) to create areas 
of grazing marsh behind the sea wall.  There is future pressure for further intensification of 
the coastal grazing marsh habitat, however, there is also possible future potential for 
saltmarsh habitat creation and restoration through managed realignment along certain 
stretched of the coastline (with regard to information set out within the Shoreline 
Management Plan and the Colne and Blackwater Estuary Flood Management Strategy). 

2.4.9 There is also potential through agri-environmental schemes such as Environmental 
Stewardship to encourage farmers to make changes to their farming practices that would help 
restore the loss of important habitats and features within the landscape. 

2.4.10 The key issues affecting landscape character include: 

 Decrease in woodland and tree cover. 
 Continuing decline/loss of landscape features such as hedgerows, field margins and farm 

ponds as a result of maximising field size, lack of appropriate management and spray drift. 
 Loss of elms in past reducing sense of intimacy and enclosure. 
 Soil erosion as a result of autumn cultivation of arable crops. 
 Increased pressure for new uses of ‘marginal’ land, including small holdings, leisure uses 

and pony paddocks. 
 Increase in pony paddocks giving rise to poor hedgerow and grassland management and 

intrusive post and wire fencing/ranch fencing, stable facilities and ménages. 
 Loss of grazing marsh in past through arable conversion. 
 Potential loss of limited grazing marsh back to salt marsh through managed retreat. 
 Loss of salt marsh through coastal squeeze. 
 Increase in large arable farm units which may lead to further homogenisation of the 

landscape, reduction in biodiversity and potential demand for more centralised and large-
scale buildings such as grain storage facilities. 

 Farm diversification such as the adoption or reuse of farm buildings for commercial, 
industrial and storage uses which may conflict with historical/architectural character and 
the introduction of new industrial crops. 

Socio-economic characteristics 

2.4.11 The social and economic characteristics of the towns in the Study Area, including 
Chelmsford, Braintree, Maldon, Brentwood, Witham, Great Dunmow and Saffron Walden 
play an important role in the process of future change and regeneration within the region.  In 
recent years there has been a change in the structure and type of employment away from 
traditional manufacturing and agriculture to the service industries including retail, office 
employment and the high tech sector.  Tourism is also a source of rural employment 
especially in the river valleys of the Colne, Blackwater, Chelmer and Brain.  Commuting out 
of the Study Area, including to London and to Stansted Airport for employment, is also 
significant. 

2.4.12 The town centres, local centres within urban neighbourhoods and village shops provide the 
social economic focus of their communities.  The last ten to fifteen years have seen many 
changes in retailing, including the growth of regional shopping centres, the growth of out-of-
town retail parks, extended opening hours and Sunday trading, and more recently internet 
shopping.  All of these changes have had an effect on existing town and local centres.  In 
particular employment opportunities have increased significantly in the East Braintree area 
following the success of the Single Regeneration Budget project.  This has revitalised the 
whole area, modernising the infrastructure, buildings new roads, bridges and cycleways, 
achieving environmental improvements and creating over 1,000 new jobs including those at 
the Freeport Designer Outlet. 
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2.4.13 Key socio-economic characteristics of the districts include: 

Braintree District 

 In mid-2003 there was an estimated 134,900 residents with a population structure of 49% 
male and 51% female, which was about average for the East of England region. 

 The population density in 2002 averaged 220 people per square kilometre which is below 
average for the region. 

 In 2001 there was an unemployment rate of 2.3% of all economically active people aged 
16-74. 

Brentwood Borough 

 In mid-2003 there was an estimated 69,500 residents with a population structure of 49% 
male and 51% female which is average for the East of England Region. 

 The population density of Brentwood in 2002 averaged 448 people per square kilometre 
which is higher than the average for the region. 

 An unemployment rate of 1.9 per cent of all economically active people aged 16-74. 

Chelmsford Borough 

 In mid-2003 Chelmsford had an estimated 158,500 residents with a population structure of 
49% male and 51% female which is average for the East of England Region. 

 The population density of Chelmsford in 2002 averaged 465 people per square kilometre 
which is higher than the average for the region. 

 An unemployment rate of 2.1 per cent of all economically active people aged 16-74. 

Maldon District 

 In mid-2003 Maldon had an estimated 60,000 residents with a population structure of 50% 
male and 50% female which is similar to the average for the East of England Region. 

 The population density of Maldon in 2002 averaged 168 people per square kilometre 
which is below the average for the region. 

 An unemployment rate of 2.2 per cent of all economically active people aged 16-74. 

Uttlesford District 

 In mid-2003 Uttlesford had an estimated 70,000 residents with a population structure of 
50% male and 50% female which is similar to the average for the East of England Region. 

 The population density of Uttlesford in 2002 is below average for the region with an 
average of 108 people per square kilometre. 

 An unemployment rate of 1.7 per cent of all economically active people aged 16-74. 

2.4.14 Key issues affecting landscape character include: 

 The expansion of regional and out of town shopping centres into the surrounding 
countryside with the associated loss of characteristic farmland. 

 Increase in congestion surrounding routes to key employment and residential areas.. 

Infrastructure, Transport and Traffic 

2.4.15 Reflecting the national trend, the Study Area has seen increasing levels of car usage.  This is 
leading to major congestion, pollution problems, and pressures for new road schemes in the 
countryside between the towns and road improvements that significantly affect landscape 
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character.  Upgrading of the rail network may create new types of pressure and the building 
of new multi-modal transport interchanges. 

2.4.16 Throughout the Study Area there is a comprehensive network of major roads, which provide 
connections between the towns in the area including Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, 
Uttlesford and Maldon and also outside the area including London, Harlow and Cambridge. 
The A12 (two lane dual carriageway) connects Witham, Chelmsford and Brentwood with the 
M25,  the  City  (city  airport)  and  Central  London  to  the  west.   Further  north  the  A120  (two  
lane dual-carriageway) crosses the Study Area connecting Braintree with Stansted Airport 
and the M11.  The A12 and A120 and several of the minor roads can also become congested 
during peak periods especially around the towns of Braintree, Brentwood and Chelmsford. 

2.4.17 There are several cycle trails within the Districts with more being planned in and around the 
towns.  In Braintree, Uttlesford and Chelmsford districts cycleways are proposed to be 
constructed as segregated footways and cycleways separated by a raised white line or kerb, 
thereby making walking a more attractive option. 

2.4.18 There are also rail links between the towns and linking the districts with London and beyond. 
The opportunities for travelling to work by rail have recently increased since the opening of 
the new station at Braintree Freeport.  The train links between the towns in the Study Area 
and London take less than one hour and can be as little as 20 minutes from Shenfield Station 
in Brentwood.  Significant traffic build-up frequently occurs during peak times around the 
stations. 

2.4.19 The Essex and South Suffolk Community Rail Partnership has been established to enhance 
patronage and the long-term future of branch lines.  The proposal for Shenfield Station in 
Brentwood as the eastern terminus for Crossrail will increase the frequency of services into 
London. 

2.4.20 The key issues affecting landscape character include: 

 Construction of new roads, bypasses and service stations, include the introduction of new 
structures, lighting, and earthworks into the landscape. 

 Road improvements that can have an urbanising effect, especially on rural lanes, by road 
widening, straightening and introduction of features such as kerbs, paving, highway 
lighting, visibility splays and signage. 

 Increased requirement for parking provision in villages and towns popular with tourists, 
such as Chelmsford, Coggeshall and Maldon. 

Built Development 

2.4.21 The pressures of development are a result of locally generated needs for requirements such as 
a strong housing market, jobs and transport.  They are also a product of externally generated 
growth factors such as Stansted Airport and the M25/M11 corridor.  Urban development has 
placed  an  increasing  pressure  on  all  aspects  of  the  landscape  over  the  last  fifty  years  in  
particular.  This has resulted in urban expansion into undeveloped rural areas, redevelopment 
and intensification of urban areas, increasing urbanisation and development of rural villages. 
The urban fringe is often used to locate access roads, sewage works, waste disposal facilities 
and intensive recreation uses.  However the urban fringe also provides a setting for urban 
areas, and often contains important landscape features/habitats. 
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2.4.22 Relatively high levels of development have been absorbed by Braintree, Chelmsford and 
Brentwood and the surrounding rural landscape over the last thirty years but there is a 
constant need for the provision of new houses and services.  However, Green Belt policy has 
helped to constrain development and control the expansion of settlements in the south-west of 
the Study Area.  Some scope for new development can be accommodated through the re-use 
of industrial sites and brown field sites within the towns such as along the River Pant river 
bank to the north of Braintree.  Other key potential development areas include the settlements 
of Great Dunmow, Saffron Walden, Stansted Mountfitchet and A120 corridor. 

2.4.23 The key issues affecting landscape character include: 

 Quality of built environment. 
 Loss/erosion of urban open spaces and of tree cover. 
 Night-time remoteness damaged by lighting at urban fringes. 
 Decline in the condition of landscapes in the urban fringe, with problems such as lack of 

management of hedgerows/trees, poorly managed horse paddocks and fly-tipping. 
 Housing growth at the periphery of towns can extend the urban character of these areas 

into the landscape, as increased noise and light pollution and development leads to an 
urbanising effect on the rural landscape and loss of tranquillity. 

 New strategic initiatives to maintain and enhance existing green spaces and corridors and 
to create new provision of green infrastructure, as an integral part of new development. 

Recreation and Tourism 

2.4.24 In recent years there has been a substantial increase in the number and proportion of people 
playing sport and taking part in recreational activities.  Tourism, leisure and the boating 
industry make a vital contribution to local employment.  In addition the many ‘traditional’ 
villages and the countryside in the Study Area are an attraction in their own right.  The Rivers 
Brain, Colne, Blackwater, and Chelmer and their valleys are important for informal 
recreation such as angling, canoeing, cycling and walking along set routes.  Other key 
facilities for informal recreation include Country Parks within the Study Area – such as 
Thorndon and Weald in Brentwood Borough for example. 

2.4.25 The key issues affecting landscape character include: 

 Disturbance of habitat by inappropriate recreation. 
 Increased desire  for  public  access  to  the coast  which would potentially lead to increased 

disturbance and truncation of habitats such as salt marsh. 
 Increased desire for water-based activities, including boat trips. 
 Pressure from tourism to increase the capacity and size of caravan and camping areas and 

their associated facilities. 
 Continued demand for golf courses, driving ranges and associated facilities. 
 Increased desire for public access to river valleys and ‘traditional’ valleys would 

potentially lead to creation of footpaths and cycleways that cause scarring and erosion to 
the landscape. 

 Localised fence clutter through management for recreation. 

Mineral Extraction and Waste 

2.4.26 Mineral extraction occurs in Chelmsford and Braintree Districts as the area is rich in deposits 
of sand and gravel.  Essex as a whole is the largest producer of sand and gravel in the South 
East Region, regularly producing over 20% of the Regions output.  Clary, brickearth and 
small quantities of silica sand are also extracted.  The extent to which mineral extraction 
continues to impact on the landscape may depend upon whether more recycled aggregates or 
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alternative sources from outside the area are used.  Once the sand and gravel pits are closed, 
restoration of the landscape occurs in places such as surrounding Hatfield Peverel Gravel pits 
where they have been filled with water and the surroundings planted with trees and 
landscaped.  With regard to waste, despite moves away from landfill as the primary means of 
waste disposal, this is likely to continue for some time, such as at Rivenhall disused airfield, 
and other methods of waste management may create new pressures on the landscape. 

2.4.27 The key issues affecting landscape character include: 

 The effects of minerals/landfill operations including changes to field pattern, loss of 
landscape features, introduction of alien landforms, land raising, haulage routes and 
lighting. 

 The effects of restoration schemes depending on restoration to agriculture, woodland or 
other uses, and whether these are sympathetic to landscape character. 

 Extensive quarrying and inappropriate restoration causing loss of hedgerow pattern and 
uncharacteristic landform. 

Climate Change 

2.4.28 It is widely acknowledged that global climate change is inevitable, and that it is likely to have 
significant physical impacts on the landscape.  The South East region including Essex is 
particularly sensitive to the effects of climate change.  Changes in the form of increased 
temperatures, wetter winters, and more extreme weather events have been identified in the 
last  10 years.   The scenarios produced by the UK Climate Impacts  Programme (UKCIP02) 
suggests by 2080 the UK is likely to experience: 

 Annual temperature rises by between 2 and 3.5oC. 
 More frequent high summer temperatures and very cold winters becoming increasingly 

rare. 
 Winters becoming wetter and summers becoming drier. 
 More frequent summer droughts, winter flooding and storms. 
 Sea-levels rising between 26 and 86 cm above the current level in South East England. 

2.4.29 Whilst there are still uncertainties regarding exact changes at regional and local levels, it is 
clear there could be both direct and indirect impacts on landscape character.  The coastal area 
is a critical and irreplaceable natural asset supporting diverse internationally important 
habitats.  The potential implications for landscape character includes changes in habitats, and 
species composition, habitat fragmentation, water resources, soils, agricultural land use, 
recreation and tourism and cultural heritage. 

2.4.30 There is future pressure for further intensification of the coastal grazing marsh habitat, 
however, there is also possible future potential for saltmarsh habitat creation and restoration 
through managed realignment along certain stretches of the coastline (with regard to 
information set out within the Essex Estuarine Strategy).  This strategy (commissioned by the 
Environment Agency) states that, whilst there will ‘always be locations that must be 
protected by traditional hard defences, Managed Realignment can also be seen as important 
in terms of creating new habitats, providing new recreational areas, and producing local 
economic gain.’ 

2.4.31 The key issues affecting landscape character include: 

 Increases in sea levels, especially if coupled with increases in storm activity, may cause 
greater erosion of habitats such as intertidal mudflats and salt marsh. 
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 Rising sea level may also affect agricultural land which is currently located on reclaimed 
marshland. 

 Rich agricultural land below 5m AOD is at risk of saline intrusion from rising sea levels. 
There may be an increased requirement for irrigation reservoirs to store winter rainfall and 
for use of sprinkling equipment etc. in summer.  Traditional arable crops may also be 
replaced by more summer drought tolerant species such as sunflowers and maize. 

 Damage to historic landscapes and archaeological sites may occur through erosion from 
sea level rise and flooding, as well as through changes in farming practice and soil 
desiccation. 

 Transference of water via the River Stour due to reduced rainfall. 
 Creation of reservoirs such as at Halstead which may involve loss of agricultural land. 

2.5 Landscape Character in The Study Area – An Overview 

2.5.1 This section describes the context for the Borough/District Landscape Character Assessments 
provided by the hierarchical classification of Landscape Character Areas and Types defined 
at the national and county levels. 

National Level 

2.5.2 The national context for defining the boundaries of the different Landscape Character Units 
within the Study Area is provided by the Joint Character Areas from the Character of 
England Map3 and the National Landscape Typology4 – as illustrated on Figures 2.5 and 2.6 
respectively. 

National Joint Character Areas 

2.5.3 The Study Area contains part of the following three national Joint Character Areas defined at 
1:250,000 scale (see Figure 2.5): 

  South Suffolk and North Essex Clayland (86) 
  East Anglian Chalk (87) 
  Northern Thames Basin (111) 

2.5.4 The character of these Joint Character Areas is described in Countryside Character Volume 6, 
published by the Countryside Agency5. 

National Landscape Typology 

2.5.5 The National Landscape Typology is a hierarchical classification of Landscape Character 
Types being developed by the Countryside Agency and English Nature.  The Typology has 
produced a national classification of ‘Level 1’ Landscape Character Types6 defined  at  a  
1:250,000 scale.  These are homogenous units of land with a uniform character that are 
distinct from each other on the basis of definitive natural and cultural attributes. 

2.5.6 The Study Area contains part of the six national Landscape Character Types shown on 
Figure 2.6, each of which share similar physiography, landcover and cultural patterns. 

3  Character of England Map (Countryside Agency, English Nature, Rural Development Service, English 
Heritage, updated 2006).
4  National Landscape Typology (Living Landscapes Project for the Countryside Agency & Partners, 2002). 
5  Countryside Character Volume 6 – East of England (Countryside Agency, 1999). 
6  Level 1 Landscape Character Types – 1:250,000 Scale (Developed for the Countryside Agency/English Nature 
by Steven Warnock/the Living Landscapes Project/Entec Ltd, 2002). 
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2.5.7 Together with the Joint Character Areas, the national Landscape Character Types provide the 
contextual framework within which more detailed classifications of Landscape Character 
Units at 1:50,000 and 1:25,000 scale can be defined. 

County Level 

2.5.8 Within the framework provided by the Joint Character Areas, the Essex Landscape Character 
Assessment7 identifies Landscape Character Types and Areas defined at 1:50,000 scale.  The 
definition of these landscape units was not informed by the National Landscape Typology 
classification. 

2.5.9 The distribution of the County Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas 
within the Study Area is illustrated on Figure 2.7. 

District/Borough Level 

2.5.10 The County Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas provides the 
framework for the more detailed classification Landscape Character Assessments of the 
District/Borough within the Study Area at 1:25,000 scale. 

2.5.11 The distribution of the eight separate Landscape Character Types defined at 1:25,000 scale 
within the Study Area are shown on Figure 2.8.  Landscape Character Types are generic and 
have broadly similar patterns of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use, settlement and 
field systems.  Their key characteristics are summarised below: 

A - River Valley Landscapes 

 V-shaped or u-shaped landform which dissects Boulder Clay/Chalky Till plateau 
 Main river valley served by several tributaries 
 Flat or gently undulating valley floor 
 Intimate character in places 
 Wooded character in places 

B - Farmland Plateau Landscapes 

 Elevated gently rolling Boulder Clay/Chalky Till plateau landscape which is incised by 
river valleys 

 Network of winding lanes and minor roads 
 Medium to large-scale enclosed predominantly arable fields 
 Long distance views across valleys from certain locations 
 Well wooded in places (with several areas of semi-natural and ancient woodland) 

C – Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats Landscapes 

 Flat, low-lying and open landscape. 
 Areas of saltmarsh, mudflats, shingle spits and tidal creeks adjacent to the coast. 
 Generally tranquil and undisturbed character. 
 Sense of remoteness and tranquillity. 
 Visible sea walls separate drained former marshland and current saltmarsh/mudflats. 
 Lack of trees or hedgerows. 

7 Essex Landscape Character Assessment (Essex County Council & Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, July 
2002). 
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D – Drained Estuarine Marsh Landscapes 

 Areas of flat, artificially drained former saltmarsh currently grassland and cultivated fields 
 Visible sea walls separate drained former marshland and current saltmarsh/mudflats 
 Lack of large areas of trees or woodland 
 Network of visible drainage ditches 

E – Coastal Farmland Landscapes 

 Predominantly flat, low-lying landscape, sloping gradually upwards to the north 
 Views of river estuaries and coastline from several locations 
 Arable farmland on underlying heavy clay soils 
 Lack of large patches/areas of woodland 
 Relatively sparse settlement pattern 

F – Wooded Farmland Landscapes 

 Elevated undulating hills or ridges and slopes 
 Mixture of arable and pasture farmland 
 Pockets of common and pasture 
 Views to wooded horizons 
 Well wooded with blocks of mature mixed and deciduous woodland (including areas of 

ancient and semi-natural woodland); copses, hedges and mature single trees 
 Mature field boundaries 
 Framed views to adjacent character areas 
 Enclosed character in places 
 Network of quiet, often tree-lined narrow lanes 

G – Fenland Landscapes 

 Level relief 
 Open, exposed landscape 
 Large-scale arable and pasture farmland 
 Gappy hedges 
 Linear roads on causeways 

H – Chalk Upland Landscapes 

 Strongly rolling landform of broad roundbacked ridges 
 Large scale arable farmland 
 Distinctive elevated, expansive and generally open character 
 Panoramic views from ridgetops 
 Dispersed blocks of woodland and isolated copses 
 Sparse settlement pattern, small linear villages alongside stream courses, and hamlets with 

greens 

2.5.12 Within the eight generic Landscape Character Types, seventy Landscape Character Areas 
have been identified at 1:25,000 scale within the Study Area (see Figure 2.8).  The Landscape 
Character Areas reflect distinctive variations in local character within each Landscape 
Character Type based on visual analysis of how different combinations of physical features 
and perceptual qualities such as scale, pattern, tranquillity, cultural associations, etc. create 
areas of distinctive landscape character. 
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2.5.13 The seventy Landscape Character Areas are: 

A - River Valley Landscapes 

A1 - Cam River Valley 
A2 - Stour River Valley 
A3 - Stort River Valley 
A4 - Colne River Valley 
A5 - Pant River Valley 
A6 - Upper Chelmer River Valley 
A7 - Lower Chelmer River Valley 
A8 - Can and Wid River Valley 
A9 - Blackwater River Valley 
A10 - Brain River Valley 
A11 - Roding River Valley 
A12 - Pods Brook River Valley 

B - Farmland Plateau Landscapes 

B1 - Ashdon Farmland Plateau 
B2 - Hempstead Farmland Plateau 
B3 - Bumpstead Farmland Plateau 
B4 - Belchamp Farmland Plateau 
B5 - Yeldham Farmland Plateau 
B6 - Wickham Farmland Plateau 
B7 - Debden Farmland Plateau 
B8 - Thaxted Farmland Plateau 
B9 - Stambourne Farmland Plateau 
B10 - Broxted Farmland Plateau 
B11 - Lindsell & Bardfield Farmland Plateau 
B12 - Hatfield Forest Farmland Plateau 
B13 - Rayne Farmland Plateau 
B14 - Roding Farmland Plateau 
B15 - Pleshey Farmland Plateau 
B16 - Felsted Farmland Plateau 
B17 - Terling Farmland Plateau 
B18 - Silver End Farmland Plateau 
B19 - Langley Green Farmland Plateau 
B20 - Writtle Farmland Plateau 
B21 - Boreham Farmland Plateau 

C - Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats Landscapes 

C1 - Tollesbury Fleet Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats 
C2 - Blackwater Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats 
C3 - Dengie Flats Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats 
C4 - Fleet Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats 
C5 - Bridgemarsh Island Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats 

D - Drained Estuarine Marsh Landscapes 

D1 - Old Hall Marshes and Tollesbury Wick Drained Estuarine Marsh 
D2 - Maldon Drained Estuarine Marsh 
D3 - Northey Island Drained Estuarine Marsh 
D4 - Osea Island Drained Estuarine Marsh 
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D5 – Mundon Drained Estuarine Marsh 
D6 - Ramsay Drained Estuarine Marsh 
D7 - Bradwell Drained Estuarine Marsh 
D8 - Dengie Drained Estuarine Marsh 
D9 - Fambridge Drained Estuarine Marsh 

E - Coastal Farmland Landscapes 

E1 - Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland 
E2 - Tillingham and Latchingdon Coastal Farmland 

F - Wooded Farmland Landscapes 

F1 - Gosfield Wooded Farmland 
F2 - High Garrett/Markshall Wooded Farmland 
F3 - Totham Wooded Farmland 
F4 - Tolleshunt Knights Wooded Farmland 
F5 - Little Baddow and Danbury Wooded Farmland 
F6 - Woodham Wooded Farmland 
F7 - Blackmore Wooded Farmland 
F8 - Doddinghurst Wooded Farmland 
F9 - Little Warley Wooded Farmland 
F10 - Heybridge Wooded Farmland 
F11 - South Hanningfield Wooded Farmland 
F12 - East Hanningfield Wooded Farmland 
F13 - Great Warley Wooded Farmland 
F14 - Ingrave and Herongate Wooded Farmland 
F15 - Weald Wooded Farmland 
F16 - Galleywood Wooded Farmland 

G – Fenland Landscapes 

G1 – Horndon Fenland 

H - Chalk Upland Landscapes 

H1 - Elmdon Chalk Upland 
H2 - Arkesden Chalk Upland 
H3 - Langley Chalk Upland 
H4 - Berden and Farnham Chalk Upland 

2.5.14 As acknowledged by the Countryside Agency’s guidelines, landscape is a continuum and 
character does not in general change abruptly on the ground.  More commonly, the character 
of the landscape will change gradually rather than suddenly, and therefore boundaries drawn 
between Landscape Character Types and Areas shown on Figure 2.8 should be considered to 
reflect zones of transition in many cases.  In addition, the boundaries drawn around 
Landscape Character Types and Areas has been defined and mapped at a scale of 1:25,000, 
and the assessment is therefore only suitable for use at this scale.  This should be taken into 
consideration when the assessment is being used to inform decision making in relation to 
development and land management proposals. 
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