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Executive Summary

This statement sets out the reasons for Uttlesford District Council’s determination that the
Felsted Neighbourhood Plan Proposal is unlikely to result in significant environmental effects
and therefore does not require a Strategic Environmental Assessment. In addition this
statement determines that the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan Proposal is unlikely to result in
significant effects on any European sites and consequently the plan does not require Habitat
Regulation Assessment.

This determination statement is intended to support Felsted Parish Council in demonstrating
that the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan proposal is compatible with certain European Union
obligations as required by the basic conditions, hamely:

o Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001
on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment;
and

e Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservat @ ural habitats
and of wild fauna and flora.

This determination has been made on 14™ June 2018. Withig this determination,
Uttlesford Council will publish a statement, setting out its d Uttlesford District Council

will publicise this determination statement in accorda egulatory requirements. A
copy of the statement will be available for inspection ouncil’s website at
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/felstednp. It will al ilable on request at: Uttlesford District
Council, Council Offices, London Road, Saff r@v, Essex, CB11 4ER.

If you require any further information, t &e contact Demetria Macdonald by email to
dmacdonald@uttlesford.gov.uk.
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Determination Statement (including reasons for the determination)

This statement has been produced to ensure the Neighbourhood Plan will, when examined,
comply with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) in
particular Regulation 32 and Regulation 15(1) e (ii) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
(Amendment) Regulations 2015.

A neighbourhood plan is required to meet a number of basic conditions (which are set out in
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990), one of which being it must not breach and must be
otherwise compatible with EU and Human Rights obligations. This requires neighbourhood
plans to fully consider the requirements of the SEA regulations® which transpose the EU’s SEA
Directive? into law and which requires those making plans that could impact on the
environment to consider whether they are likely to have a significant effect or not.

Regulation 32 in the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) sets
out an additional basic condition to those set out in primary legislation. Regulation 32 states:

“The making of the neighbourhood plan is not likely to have a significantigffect on a European
site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulatiog§ 20
European offshore marine site (as defined in the Offshore Marine Co
Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007 (e)) (either alone or in combinati it
projects).

(Natural
plans or

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat
Screening Opinion was prepared by Uttlesford District e Felsted Neighbourhood
Plan. An assessment was made available to the stat onmental bodies (Natural

England, Historic England and Environment Age @f comment starting on 15th December
2017. On 29 May 2017 the three statutory envir, entaMbodies were consulted on the
nd

ations Assessment (HRA)

requirement of a new SEA/HRA Screening Qpi to the identification of two specific sites
in the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan.

Consultation responses were receive e three statutory consultees. Further responses

from statutory consultees confirm ditional Screening was required. Their

conclusions are summarised b eir detailed comments are included in Appendix 2.
asig o

e Historic England: On th f the information supplied, and in the context of the
S

criteria set d of'the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex Il of
‘SEA’ Diregtiv ofic England concurs with the Council that the preparation of a
Strategic ron tal Assessment is not required.

o Natural England: It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the
consultation, that, in so far as our strategic environmental interests are concerned
(including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes and protected
species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant
environmental effects from the proposed plan.

e Environment Agency: Thank you for seeking our views on this report. We do not feel
that the neighbourhood plan would require SEA or HRA for the matters that fall within
our remit. The section in Table 1 that address the water environment should record that
the majority of the rivers and tributaries, Chelmer and Ter catchments, are defined as
“Moderate” for overall risk for Water Framework Directive purposes.

1'Known fully as The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

2 Known fully as Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment.
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The SEA screening assessment considers, in summary, that the Neighbourhood Plan would
not have a significant effect on the environment in so far as:

¢ the maximum extent of development outside the existing development limits that could
come forward as part of the Neighbourhood Plan is an area of 0.7ha on the edge of
Felsted village and a smaller area of land adjacent to the primary school; at Watch
Tower Green;

¢ the limit of development alongside strong policy criteria regarding the impacts of the
built form on the landscape and existing heritage assets means that the impact is not
considered significant; and

¢ there are no environmental considerations within the Neighbourhood Plan area that are
considered likely to be significantly harmed as a result of the scale of possible
development resulting from the creation of the Community Hub and primary school
expansion.

Further details are set out in Appendix 1 to this report.

The assessment concludes that the Neighbourhood Plan is not likely t
environmental effects and consequently that a strategic environ
required.

The HRA screening concludes that the Felsted Neighbour
likely significant effects on any European site, either
and projects.

Based on the screening opinion and having co
statutory environmental bodies, Uttlesford Digtrigi,Council determines that the Felsted
Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to result in ificant environmental effects and therefore does
not require a strategic environmental t. The Council also determines that the
Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to re nificant effects on any European site.
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Introduction

1.1  The purpose of this document is to help determine whether or not the draft Felsted
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) requires a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and
associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

1.2  Uttlesford District Council (UDC) is required to consult the statutory bodies, the
Environment Agency, Natural England and English Heritage prior to reaching a
screening determination and will use this report as a basis for this consultation.

1.3  Schedule 2 to the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as
amended) states the following basic condition applies to neighbolishood plans.

and Species Regulations 2010 (d) or a European o
defined in the Offshore Marine Conservation (Natur
2007 (e) ) either alone or in combination with ot

1.4  The purpose of this document is also to ascer
Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have a sj ect on a European site
(either alone or in combination with 0 or projects). If it does then the
neighbourhood plan will not succee examination.

1.5 The Felsted NP is still in draft t @nd yet to go to formal pre-submission
consultation. The draft poli€y*ek ersion 7.6.1 has been reviewed and it is
this version which is app % ith regards to the current SEA and HRA
screening work. If theréyare’a@my significant changes to the draft plan, the
SEA/HRA's [ 2ed to be reviewed.

Introduction to Fels

1.6  Felsted Parish lies in the south-east corner of Uttlesford District, some 14.5 kilometres
directly north of the City of Chelmsford. Felsted Parish adjoins the parishes of
Stebbing, Flitch Green and Little Dunmow, Great Waltham, Little Leighs, Great Leighs,
Great Notley, Braintree, Rayne and Great Saling. The parish comprises Felsted village
at its heart and 15 individual Greens and Hamlets.

1.7 The Felsted Neighbourhood Plan Area (See Figure 1) was designated on 5 December
2015. The total population of the area is approximately 3,000 and is characterised by
an ageing population. Most of the residents commute to London and surrounding
towns to work. The largest employer in the Parish is the Felsted School.
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"
) m.ln-l- o

\1 Fruiee b

s

&N‘;{Etit:""'

larholo =yt
“arzen—

‘_\;:jl-\. 1t uﬂ{

= |r.l;|JII..HU| Fv

Ginbadsjan Y
Gt

(]
Fe /~ fu--rlu_u 1:|

D-ubu*—1£'n'1£:2l31 ]‘—Salu ] W'W'?‘-

Cru«’h‘cnp-_.ﬂmammld‘rﬁa
e District Caurcd 1000 18688 {2017

Appendix 1 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan

SEA Screening Determination Statement Page 9



1.8 Felsted Parish is located in a beautiful rural setting with many attractive features
including an ‘ancient monument’ the Fishponds that stretch from Leez Priory to Leez
Lodge and important woodland in Stebbing Road to the southwest of the Flitch Way.
The village of Felsted is the heart of the Parish and the village centre is a place of
great historical importance with 150 listed buildings. Most of the village centre is within
the designated Conservation Area with approximately 50 listed buildings.

1.9  The Felsted NDP includes the following vision:

a.

Over the Plan period Felsted will continue to be a special place to live in a rural
setting.

A Community Hub will have been developed with enhanced village amenities -
primary health care and village shopping. We will have @gew larger community
hall providing a focus for Parish public and private even

Moving these facilities to new locations will mean
will have been eased and pedestrians are ahle to ound the village
centre in safety and comfort.

The setting of listed buildings in the village
will have been protected in an enhanc %n ic space, which will have created a
clearly defined historic centre, artigalatmg, toffesidents and visitors the value and
importance of this ancient sett nt d@ting back to the Doomesday Book and
beyond.

ong with Holy Cross Church

The dispersed nature o rish of Felsted with its 15 individual Greens and
hamlets will remain,ThistPI ill have ensured the character and identity of
this place and itsg are protected from the housing and infrastructure
changes in th g area.

Fel illMave met housing needs and supported additional market housing
deyelo only where it supports provision of parish amenities and facilitates
contifntity offresidence in the Parish.

Local employment will have been encouraged through supporting small
business development.

Our schools will continue to be emblematic of educational excellence, meet
emerging demands and play an active role in the community.

The natural environment will have been protected.

New technology will have been used to provide information to users of
footpaths and bridleways about the historical setting of the countryside, its
wildlife and what might be expected to be seen at any given location. (This is
not a planning policy issue but is a recommendation in the Plan.)

Appendix 1 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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2. Legislative Background to SEA

2.1  The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments legislation is European Directive
2001/42/EC which was transposed into English law by the Environmental Assessment
of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, often referred to as the “SEA
Regulations”. Detailed guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government
publication “A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive®
(ODPM 2005) available to view at

https:/mww.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-directive-
quidance

2.2 The Government publication “A Practical Guide to the Strategic
Assessment Directive® (ODPM 2005) includes a useful table int
circumstances where the SEA directive applies to plans and preg
reproduced below: '

Appendix 1 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Figure 2 - Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes

This diagram is intendad as a guide to the criteria for application of the Directive to plans and
programmes (PPs). It has no legal status.

1. Is the PP subject to preparation and/or adoption by a
national, regional or local authority OR prepared by an No to both criteria
authority for adoption through a legisiative procadure by \

Parliament or Government? (Art. 2(a))

Yes to either criterion

v

2. Is the PP required by legisiative, regulatory or No

administrative provisions? (Art. 2(a))
Yes

‘ [/

d. Is the PP prepared for agriculture, forastry, fisheries, enargy, '~ﬂ the PP, in view of its

industry, transport, wasia management, water management, ikely effect on sites,
telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning o require an assessment
land usa, AND does it set a framework for future under Article 6 or 7 of
development consent of projects in Annexes | and Ii the Habitats Directive?
EIA Diractive? (Art. 3.2(a)) (Art. 3.2(b))
Yes to both crit Yes No
| 6. Does the PP set the
5. Doas the PP determine the usa of small framework for future _

OR is it a minor modification of a | i .3.27 Yesio | development consentof | No

(Art. 3.3)

Directive)? (Art. 3.4)
1 Yes
8. Isit likely to have a

5 Yas CRT No
co-financed by structural funds or EAGGF programmes < ;gafcmgﬁ; nstt;c)a.
2000 to 2006/77 (Art. 3.8, 3.9) ) T
Y

gither projects (not just projects
criterion in Annaxes to the EIA

No to all criteria Yes to any critarion
vy !
DIRECTIVE DOES NOT
DIRECTIVE REQUIRES SEA it

“The Diractive requires Member States to determine whether plans or programmes in this category are iikely to
have significant environmental effects. Thase determinations may be made on a cass by case basis and/or

by specifying types of plan or programme.
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2.3  The table below uses the diagram above to help determine whether or not the SEA
directive applies to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan.
Stage Response | Outcome Comment
1. Is the NP subject to Yes Goto The preparation and adoption
preparation and/or adoption by guestion 2 | of the NP is allowed under The

a national, regional or local
authority OR prepared by an
authority for adoption through a
legislative procedure by
Parliament or Government? (Art.

2(a))

2 Is the NP required by
legislative, regulatory
or

administrative
provisions? (Art. 2(a))

&

Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 as amended by the
Localism Act 2011.The NP is
being prepared by Felsted
Parish Councils (as the
“relevant body") and will be
“‘made" by Uttlesford District
as theWlocal authority. The

Whilst the Neighbourhood
Plan is not a requirement and
is optional under the
provisions of The Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 as
amended by the Localism Act
2011, it will, if “made”, form
part of the statutory
Development Plan for the
District.

3. Is the NP prepared for, sto Goto The Neighbourhood
agriculture, fores both question 5 | Plan does not set the
fisheries, energ No to Go to framework for future
industry, transpo either question 4 | development consent
waste management of projects in Annexes |
water management, and Il to the EIA
telecommunication s, Directive (see

tourism, town and Appendix 2 for list).
country planning or land

use, AND does it set a

framework for future

development consent of

projects in Annexes |

and Il (see Appendix 2)

to the EIA Directive? (Art

3.2(a))

4. Will the NP, in view of its likely | Yes Goto See separate assessment.
effect on sites, require an question 5

Appendix 1 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Stage Response | Outcome Comment
assessment for future No Go to
development under Article 6 or 7 guestion6.
of the Habitats Directive? (Art.
3.2 (b)
5. Does the NP determine the Yes to Goto Not applicable.
use of small areas at local level, | either guestion 8
OR is it a minor modification of Noto both | Goto
a PP subject to Art. 3.2? (Art. guestion?.
3.3)
6. Does the NP set the Yes Goto The Neighbourhood
framework for future guestion8 Plan is to be used for
development consent of projects | No Does not determining future
(not just projects in annexes to require planning
the EIA Directive)? (Art 3.4) SEA applications.
y 4
7. Is the NP’s sole purpose to Yestoany | Doesn Iicable
serve the national defence or criteria require
civil emergency, OR is it a SEA
financial or budget PP, OR is it No to all R
co-financed by structural funds criteria S@

or EAGGF programmes 2000 to
2006/77? (Art 3.8, 3.9)

8. Is it likely to have a
significant effect on the
environment? (Art 3.5)

Does not
require
SEA

Likely significant effects are
explored in more detail in
section 3 of this report.

2.4  Thetable tellSs
Neighbourho

environment.

Appendix 1 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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3. Criteria for determining likely significance of effects on
the environment

3.1  When determining whether a NDP requires SEA, the SEA Regulations require that the
criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations be considered. These are the
criteria “for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment”. These
criteria are split into two categories: those relating to the characteristics of the plan and
those relating to the characteristics of the effects and area likely to be affected. These
are set out below.

Plan characteristics

. the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framg
other activities, either with regard to the location, nature
conditions or by allocating resources

for projects and
d operating

. the degree to which the plan or programme influeAe€s other plans and
programmes including those in a hierarchy
. the relevance of the plan or programme ration of environmental

considerations in particular with a vie Ing sustainable development

. environmental problems relevant Or programme

. the relevance of the plan or pr mmé, for the implementation of [European]
Community legislation on theenv nt (for example, plans and programmes
linked to waste manage ater protection).

Characteristics of the e e plan area

. the probabilit requency and reversibility of the effects

. the cumulative alef the effects

. th bo nature of the effects

. th man health or the environment (for example, due to accidents)

. the magnityde and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of
the population likely to be affected)

. the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to

special natural characteristics or cultural heritage
exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values
intensive land-use
. the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national,
Community or international protection status

3.2 In order to identify any likely significant environmental effects, the table below considers
the characteristics of the Felsted NDP (this is one of the categories of criteria the SEA

Appendix 1 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Regulations stipulate should be considered); the characteristics of the effects and the
plan area likely to be affected (these are the other two categories of criteria that should
be considered).
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the
likely significance of environmental
effects

Plan Characteristics

+ the degree to which the plan or
programme sets a framework for
projects and other activities, either with
regard to the location, nature, size and
operating conditions or by allocating
resources

Felsted NDP

Alongside the Local Plan, the Felsted NDP provide
parish of Felsted. This means planning applications
draft Felsted NDP includes the following polici

atutory development plan for the
determined against its policies. The

!HI St

Protecting the Historic Village Centre:
Policies HVC1 to HVC9 seek to preser %n prove access to the Historic Village Centre by
allowing for the relocation of key ca angestion — like the village shop and Post office to
a better, more accessible location at additional off-road parking is provided to
enhance visual amenity. An e and enhanced open space adjacent to Holy Cross

Church is also achieved.

Creating a Community"®lub:
Policies CH1 to CH he development of a Community Hub in the Parish, with easy
access and adequ%ang, to secure amenities including a doctor’s surgery and community
pharmacy co-| e i village shop and Post Office. One of the policies will allocate land
for such a sitg @ roximately 0.7 hectares which will include
gery and pharmacy
pest office
new village hall
ion for 100 car parking spaces

e community hub is likely to involve the development of residential dwellings to help make
th ct viable (number of dwellings is anticipated to be in the region of 30 dwellings).

(J

The NP group are currently undertaking a site assessment process to identify the preferred
site for the delivery of the community hub. The site assessment process is taking account of
key constraints in the identification and assessment of sites. These include:

* Heritage and conservation

Appendixl to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the
likely significance of environmental
effects

Felsted NDP

* Open space

* Trees and Hedgerows

* Highways

* Accessibility and Sustainable Transport
Five sites are currently being considered as part of
are located on the edge of the adopted settlement
the conservation area. One, the Memorial Sited

oyerall site assessment. Four of them

@ around Felsted village, outside
adgWithin the adopted settlement

jtate the delivery of all the planned

Il area of additional land on the edge of

impact upon identified important open space

ppraisal) or important trees and hedgerows

aracter appraisal).

the settlement boundary. None of the sit€
(identified in the conservation area g
(also identified in the conservatio

Developing Schools:

Policies SC1 to SC6 see part the growth and development of schools and secure the
future of a primary scho th rish but also ensure they reduce congestion, mitigate
impact of school traffi | parking and improve road safety and where appropriate,
encourage wider c y use of school facilities. Policy SC5 states that limited housing
development (e is required to provide the facilities required by Felsted Primary
School) wo 1% pported outside but adjacent to the existing primary school at Watch
House Green."Such’a site is likely to be outside the settlement boundary.

N1 to HN3 are intended to:

eet any identified need for affordable housing;

elp younger people remain in the Parish;

* ensure development is controlled and sustainable;

* extract maximum community benefit from major development;

* encourage the development of small high —quality homes suitable for downsizers with
local connection to the Parish;

» protect the Parish and its constituent hamlets from coalescence and

Appendixl to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP

likely significance of environmental

effects

+ protect the character and heritage of the Parish.

The policies clarify what development would be supported within the village development
limits. Policy HN4 allows, in exceptional circumstances, development outside the existing
village development limits. This includes housing coming forward in connection with the
community hub.

Integrity, Character and Heritage:
Policies ICH1 to ICH9 seek to maintain t grity of the Parish and address issues of
cessary infrastructure. To ensure that all

)ntribute positively to the character and heritage

development proposals in the Plan Areg
of the Parish;

Supporting the Rural Econo

Policies RE1 to RE4 seek toSupp development of the rural economy through small
business development a eworking as well as ensure that they do not damage the rural
environment or cause n nc others.

Protecting the Co
Policies CW1 e
requires co n to be given to:

ring natural hedgerows are protected from being removed to facilitate
velopment and
lanting further trees and hedgerows

» the degree to which the plan or There is no statutory plan that will sit underneath the Felsted NDP
programme influences other plans and
programmes including those in a
hierarchy

Appendixl to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP

likely significance of environmental

effects
 the relevance of the plan or Before
programme for the integration of include

environmental considerations in
particular with a view to promoting
sustainable development

the NDP can be made it will need to be tested against the basic conditions. This
s a requirement to contribute towards the achievement of sustainable development.

plan or programme Biodiversity:

A search on www.magi at the NP area including Felsted village falls

« environmental problems relevant to the = Environmental issues relevant to the Felt a set out below theme by theme:

within the Impact Risk Zo g’ our SSSIs e.g. the Garnetts Wood / Barnston Lays
SSSI. The impact zone plicable to the following development type category :
airports, helipads andfotheraviation; pig and poultry units and any discharge of water
or liquid waste of han’20m3/day to ground (i.e. to seep away) or to surface water,
such as a beck ofstream®and Planning applications for quarries, including: new

proposals, inerals Permissions (ROMP), extensions, variations to
conditions Il & gas exploration/extraction.

There aren ean sites within or close to the NP area. The closest European site
@ ater Estuary Ramsar/SPA site which is at its eastern point just over 18 km

a
he adecal nature reserve Felsted Fen within the NP area designated by Natural
lapnd’ as a ‘priority habitat’.
an area has a variety of flora and fauna as set out below.
on:

The plan area has an ageing population:.Felsted’s population in relation to the national
profile and the Uttlesford profile is comparatively much older.

Human health

Appendixl to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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No notable health issues. The parish is currently serviced by a GP surgery which
needs more modern and expanded facilities if it is to remain in the parish.
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the
likely significance of environmental
effects

Felsted NDP

Flora
* No notable problems but a variety is recorded on www.magic.gov.uk including : areas
of woodland, traditional orchards, wood pasture and parkland (identified as England
Biodiversity Action Plan priority habitat), goothguality semi improved grassland and
young woodland are distributed throughout th an area. There is also an area of
floodplain grazing land; also a priority hab|t he,south of the parish (part of the
Leez fish pond).

Fauna @
* No notable problems but variety‘ ed on www.magic.gov.uk including bats and

amphibians.
Soil
* No noted issues. ThefNP a ntains Grade 2 (very good) and Grade 3 (good to
moderate) agricul nd Jsoil quality.

Water

VZs) are areas designated as being at risk from agricultural nitrate pollution. The
designations are made in accordance with the Nitrate Pollution Prevention Regulations
2015. Surface Waters are defined within the Nitrates Directive as polluted if they
contain or could contain, if preventative action is not taken, nitrate concentrations
greater than 50mg/I.

rded on www.magic.gov.uk, the whole of the NP plan area falls within a Nitrate
Inerable Zone for surface water as reviewed in 2017. Nitrate Vulnerable Zones

» Alongside a large part of Essex, the NP area falls within a drinking water safeguard
zone for surface water. Drinking Water Safeguard Zones (Surface Water) are

Appendixl to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP

likely significance of environmental

effects
catchment areas that influence the water quality for their respective Drinking Water
Protected Area (Surface Water), which are at risk of failing the drinking water protection
objectives. These non-statutory Safeguard Zones are where action to address water
contamination will be targeted, so that extra figatment by water companies can be
avoided. Safeguard Zones are a joint initiativ; ween the Environment Agency and
water companies. Safeguard Zones are on ain tools for delivering the drinking
water protection objectives of the Wate Directive.

Air;
* No noted issues.

Climatic factors
* The NP area is largely wit ial Flood Zone 1. The River Chelmer, the River Ter
and Stebbing Brook ors of Flood Zone 2 and 3. Flood risk from surface
water flooding is m ra@ent; covering areas in addition to the three river corridors.

Cultural heritage:
' ildings within the plan area including eight Grade 1, six Grade
listed buildings

elsted Character and Heritage Assessment produced to support the NDP provides more
detail off cultural heritage in the plan area.

Landscape:

The study area falls within National Character Area (NCA) 86 - Suffolk and North Essex
Clayland as defined by Natural England. At a local level, Felsted is characterised in the
Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Maldon and Uttlesford Landscape Character Assessments.
In October 2005 these Councils jointly commissioned comprehensive Landscape Character

Appendixl to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the
likely significance of environmental
effects

+ the relevance of the plan or
programme for the implementation of
[European] Community legislation on
the environment (for example, plans
and programmes linked to waste
management or water protection).

Effects and area characteristics

 the probability, duration, frequency and

reversibility of the effects

Felsted NDP

Assessments of their respective areas. Felsted falls within Landscape Character Area (LCA)
B16- Felsted Farmland Plateau, the key characteristics of which are:
* “Gently undulating farmland”;
*  “Network of narrow, winding lanes”;
*  “Many small woods and copses provide stru
*  “The farmland is predominantly arable with
hedgerows”; and
* “The views are open to panoramig,ac farmland. The variation in the nature of
the view is dictated by the trees”.
The following landscape planning guide
*  “Ensure that new build is in
+ “Conserve and enhance t pdscape setting of settlements “;

+ “Maintain cross-valley vie ' haracteristic views across and along the valley
opme n valley sides is small-scale, responding to historic
lscape setting and locally distinctive building style.

* Ensure any new deve
There are no confli@ the Felsted NDP and statutory plans linked to waste, water etc.

ofeire,and edges in the landscape”;
@ daries delineated by fragmented

settlement patter

ollawing likely impacts of the draft plan have been identified theme by theme:

Biodiversity

+ Part of the NP area falls within the Impact Risk Zone of the Garnetts Wood / Barnston
Lays SSSI. For planning proposals falling within the SSSI impact zones, there is a
requirement to assess the impact on SSSI/SPAs/SACs and Ramsar sites. For this
SSSI, however Natural England only require to be consulted on planning proposals
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP
likely significance of environmental
effects
involving;
— airports, helipads and other aviation proposals;
— pig and poultry units, slurry lagoons larger than 750 sq. metres and manure
stores greater than 3500 t; and

— any discharge of water or liquid wate
seep away) or to surface water, suc

Therefore there cannot be considered @ ely significant effects on nationally designated

sites within the plan area.

ore than 20m3/day to ground (i.e. to
k or stream (NB this does not
e unlikely to pose a risk at this

include discharges to main se
location).

Population
The plan works within the ¢ e Local Plan in that development will be focused within
the existing settlement n esignated as development limits in the adopted and
emerging Local Plan. In‘addition, it allows for limited development outside the settlement
boundary within W 0 Green subject to this being needed to facilitate expansion of
the primary schoo s@ allows for additional residential development outside but adjacent
to the Felsted ) lopment limits subject to this being needed to deliver a new
community e to the modest scale of proposals (0.7 hectares of land required for the
communi considered there would be no significant effect on population resulting
from NP

H th

e pafish has an ageing population and an older age profile than at district or county level.
Thi s implications regarding demand on local health services. There is a GP practice
currently in the village, but the Practice states their existing facilities are too small and
inadequate. In order to continue practicing, they need bigger and more modern facilities.
Without the NP in place, there is a real danger the GP practice will close down in the local
area and this will have negative impact on the community. The NP seeks to address existing
health issues by facilitating the relocation of health facilities as part of the new community
hub.
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the
likely significance of environmental
effects

Felsted NDP

Fauna
The impacts of the NP on fauna are not considered significant at plan level. It is possible that
individual development proposals could come forwatg in line with NP policies which will have
adverse impacts on some species. These are not li to be significant enough to trigger
strategic environmental assessment. Furthermore, % NP and Local Plan include
policies which would require any impacts on higdi 0 be assessed and where needed
mitigated.

Flora
The impacts of the NP on flora are
proposed in the NP is unlikely to
flora (areas of woodland, traditi
England Biodiversity Action

ed significant at plan level. The development

n the plan area with existing notable features of
rds, wood pasture and parkland (identified as
habitat), good quality semi improved grassland or
young woodland or area in grazing land). It is possible that individual development
proposals could come ar ne with NP policies which will have adverse impacts on
flora. These are nojgi e significant enough to trigger strategic environmental
assessment. Furt rey both the NP and Local Plan include policies which would require
any impacts ongbi to be assessed and where needed mitigated.

Soil
The ar ins Grade 2 (Very Good) and Grade 3 (moderate to good) agricultural
/s uality. The proposals in the NP could lead to loss of land outside the existing
se undary around Felsted village and Watch house green. This loss however is not

sidered significant.

Water

The whole of the NP plan area falls within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone for ground water and
surface water as reviewed in 2017. Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) are areas designated as
being at risk from agricultural nitrate pollution. The NP proposes an element of housing
development in addition to that set out in the Local Plan. Housing development will not expose
the area to further agricultural nitrate pollution.
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP
likely significance of environmental
effects

Neither is the residential development likely to impact upon the drinking water safeguard zone
for surface water which the parish falls within.

Air
There will be limited impacts on air quality as a resuli
in the NP. The plan does seek to address traffig
from this perspective there could be a pasitive

esidential development proposed
that exists in Felsted village and

Climatic Factors

The areas where additional develo come forward within the plan area as a result
of the NP are not areas exposed uvial or surface water flooding. There will be no
impact resulting from the NP inthiSy€g

Cultural Heritage

The NP area has arich ural hieritage. This is well documented in the Felsted Conservation
Area character App ell as the Heritage and Character Assessment (HCA) that has
been undertaken t the plan development. The Felsted HCA breaks the NP area into 5
different charagteRa his includes Felsted Village which will be the focus of development
in the plan p uding the proposed community hub. The HCA states the following of the

is located on a plateau of higher ground with land sloping down towards
iver Chelmer to the west beyond the edge of the village;

. A diverse but distinctive vernacular;
Intricate and interesting roof-scape of red tiles, red brick chimney stacks and
chimneys;

. An intimate scale within the historic core resulting from the fine grain and consistent
building line;

. Buildings and private curtilages are well managed, creating an overall perception of

a well-maintained townscape;
. Strong historical and cultural associations, particularly in relation to Felsted School;
Appendixl to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP

likely significance of environmental
effects

Substantial areas of well-maintained green space within Felsted School, which
provide the setting of the historic buildings of the school;

Views are typically channelled by buildings along road corridor, but are more open
across Felsted School; and

The village is surrounded by recreation gr
associated with Felsted School.

, allotments and sports pitches

Positive aspects of character which should b ined, reinforced or enhanced:
. Intricate, distinctive yet diverse Vern f the area;
. Generally high level of mana and maintenance of buildings and private green
space;

Identifi
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the village;

High level of prese (o] toric fabric in the core of the village;

A diversity of traditig@nal cgnstruction materials, particularly within the Felsted
conservation agéa, | ng various fagade treatments of vernacular timber framed

othic revival style polychromatic brick which together contribute
SS;

Limited and palette of stm which is reflective of the historic character of

al landmark;

nepally narrow streets and tight building lines create a sense of enclosure in
istoric core.

issues which could be addressed through new development or active management:
Shop fronts and signage is not always sensitive to the historic character of the
building or setting of the village;

High volumes of traffic and parked cars are a particular issue at peak times during
the school term; and

On-street parking along Station Road and Braintree Road detracts from the setting of

the historic core.
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP
likely significance of environmental
effects

Elements which are particularly sensitive to change:
. The extension of Felsted School has been sensitive in respect of the surrounding
character of the landscape; however, the dlmulative effect of expansion has
potential to erode the historic character of i
. The introduction of further utility poles wit
and satellite dishes threatens the intrj
within the historic core of the akea.

ated wires, along with TV aerials
eresting roof-scape, particularly

. The rural edges of the village a tiverto urban expansion;
. The gaps formed by open co e between the village of Felsted and Causeway
End.

The policies in the NP are informe@ findings of the Felsted HCA. However the plan also
proposes additional develop 0 edge of Felsted village which have been identified as
sensitive to urban expansjgniThe HCA also identifies the gap between the village of Felsted
and Causeway End beinglisensSitiw€ to change. Design policies in the draft NP (see Integrity,
Character and Herita ion) however require that all development proposals contribute
positively to the cha and heritage of the Parish. Policy ICH6 also resists all development
proposals that o coalescence between Felsted and any other hamlets.

As a whol es in the NP provide useful added context so that more strategic polices
regarding heritage can be implemented more rigorously at the local level
a¥Fhe maximum extent of development outside the existing settlement limits
e forward as part of the NP is an area of 0.7 hectares on the edge of Felsted

d a smaller area of land adjacent to the primary school at Watch House Green. The
w development alongside strong policy criteria regarding the impacts of the built form
ting heritage assets means that impact is not considered significant.

Landscape
The maximum extent of development outside the existing settlement limits that could come
forward as part of the NP is an area of 0.7 hectares on the edge of Felsted village and a
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Table 1: Criteria for determining the Felsted NDP
likely significance of environmental

effects
smaller area of land adjacent to the primary school at Watch House Green. The limit of new
development alongside strong policy criteria regarding the impacts of the built form on
landscape and edge of settlement character means that impact is not considered significant.
* the cumulative nature of the effects The NP will sit alongside the Local Plan to provide pment management framework for
new proposals in the NP area. The parish itself4s ified as a focus for future growth.
Having a primary school and some localgervi e village is identified as a Type A village
acting as a local service centre and only Sui 8 scale of development that reinforces its
role as a local centre. The cumulative iy e NP are not considered to be significant.
* the risks to human health or the There are no potential risks to hu or the environment as a direct result of the
environment (for example, due to development management frame ptoposed in the NDP area.
accidents)
« the magnitude and spatial extent of the = The population of the p is ently 3,000. Whilst the NP shapes future development and
effects (geographical area and size of  identifies two locatiog additional residential development could come forward, the
the population likely to be affected) overall extent of de ent is broadly in line with the growth that would occur in the parish

&’
)

@ NDP has been assessed as not having any significant effects on natural
ral heritage, environmental quality standards or intensive land use.

without the NDRghe ace. There are no significant effects as a result of the NDP.

» the value and vulnerability of the area | As set out ab
likely to be affected due to:- characteri
- special natural characteristics or
cultural heritage
- exceeded environmental
quality standards or limit values
- intensive land-use

S, U

+ the effects on areas or landscapes As set out above, the NP has been assessed as not having any significant effects on
which have a recognised national, landscape which have a recognised national, community or international protection status.
Community or international protection
status
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4. SEA Conclusions

4.1  As aresult of the assessment in Section 4, it is considered there are no likely
significant environmental effects resulting from the Felsted NDP. However this is a
preliminary view reached prior to consulting the statutory consultees: Historic
England, Natural England and the Environment Agency.

%,

0@
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5. Legislative Background to HRA

5.1  The application of Habitats Regulation Assessment to land use plans is a
requirement of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (the
Habitats Regulations); the UK’s transposition of European Directive 92/43/EEC on
the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (widely referred as to
the Habitats Directive). Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires that any plan (or
project) which is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of a
European site (also known as a Natura 2000 site), but would be likely to have a
significant effect on such a site, either individually or in combination with other plans
and projects, shall be subject to an ‘appropriate assessment’ of its implications for the
European site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. Thegyplan-making body
shall agree to the plan only after having ascertained that it will dversely affect
the integrity of the site concerned.

5.2 European sites provide ecological infrastructure fopthe @ ion of rare,
endangered or vulnerable natural habitats of excepti@naliimpartance within the
European Union. These sites consist of Special Atg onservation (SACs),
designated under the Habitats Directive, and : ection Areas (SPASs),
designated under European Union Directive /#47/EC on the conservation of wild

birds (the Birds Directive). The gover t pects authorities to treat Ramsar
f
e

sites, designated under the Conventi Waeétlands of International Importance,
UNESCO 1971, asif they are a E S.

5.3  Meanwhile, Schedule 2 to th ourhood Planning (General) Regulations
2012 (as amended) stat ng basic condition applies to

neighbourhood plans.

“The makin el od development plan is not likely to have a
significa ropean site (as defined in the Conservation of

Habitats s Regulations 2010 (d) or a European offshore marine
site (as defi e Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, & c.)

Regulations 2007 (e)) either alone or in combination with other plans or
projects).”

5.4  This means that any neighbourhood plan that triggers the need for an appropriate
assessment (by virtue of it being likely to have a significant effect on a European site)
will actually not meet the basic conditions that it is being tested against at the
neighbourhood plan examination.
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6. HRA Screening for the Felsted NDP

6.1 This section of the report:
e considers whether there are any European sites which could potentially be
affected by the Felsted NP.

6.2 Natura 2000 Sites

Natura 2000 is central to the EU nature and biodiversity policy and forms an EU wide
network of nature protection areas. The aim of the network is to ensure the long-term
survival of Europe’s most valuable and threatened species and habitats.

reas of Conservation (SACs)
Ramsar sites (Wetlands of

a 2000 network. SPAs and SACs
SSls) and all Ramsar sites in England
comprises SPAs, SACs and Ramsar

International Importance) are also part
comprise Sites of Special Scientific mt
are SSSIs. The Natura Network in

sites. @

6.2.1 European Sites to b&co d
As shownron Eigute 2%elow, there are no European sites which lie within or close to
the Felst area. The closest site is the Blackwater Estuary SPA,SAC, Ramsar
site which is d 17.5km to the south east of Felsted Neighbourhood area. Other

Local Plan HRA reports have identified zones of influence which determine the
distance at which new development may result in changes in recreational use and
therefore where mitigation is necessary. Based on evidence such as visitor surveys
the zone of influence for the Blackwater Estuary SPA, SCA and Ramsar has been
determined as 8km. Therefore at 17.5km the NP area is well beyond this zone of
influence. Epping Forest SAC to the south-west of Felsted is located 28 km away
which is well above the 5km distance identified in the Epping Forest HRA (November
2016) as the zone of influence to identify potential recreational impacts on the Forest.
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Figure 2: Felsted Neighbourhood Plan Area - 8km Buffer Zone
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6.2.2  Sites of Special Scientific Interest to be considered

A search on www.magic.gov.uk has also been undertaken. This confirms that the
Felsted parish does not fall within the Impact Risk Zone for development categories
proposed by the plan. It shows that the NP area including Felsted village falls
within the Impact Risk Zone of four SSSis e.g. the Garnetts Wood / Barnston Lays
SSSI. The impact zone is applicable to the following development type categories:
airports, helipads and other aviation; pig and poultry units and any discharge of
water or liquid waste of more than 20m3/day to ground (i.e. to seep away) or to
surface water, such as a beck or stream and planning applications for quarries,
including: new proposals, Review of Minerals Permissions (ROMP), extensions,
variations to conditions etc. and Oil & gas exploration/extraction. The map extract
(Figure 3) from www.magic.gov.uk is shown below and the esponding details
accompanying the SSS impact zone layer is shown in Appe to this document.

%,

0@

&
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7.

Conclusions

7.1

7.2

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

The Felsted Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has been prepared for town and country
purposes and sets a framework for future development. The policies in the Plan
determine the use of small areas at a plan level commensurate with their status in
local planning application determination. The local environmental concerns within the
Neighbourhood Plan area will be addressed through the relocation and development
of the Community Hub. This is likely to include an allocation for approximately 30
dwellings beyond the existing development limits. However, the NP is informed by a
recently completed Heritage and Character Assessment whichihas been undertaken
to inform the policies in the plan. Design policies in the NP (see*htegrity, Character
and Heritage section) require that all development proposals ¢ @ e positively to
the character and heritage of the parish. The NP will onl omdevelopment that
is appropriate and sensitive to Felsted’s setting and for instance
includes a requirement for sensitive treatment of th particularly around
Felsted village with regard to impact on heritage & d their setting including the
surrounding landscape”. As a result of the S ent set out in this report, it is
considered there are no likely significant t effects resulting from the
Felsted Neighbourhood Plan. This is areli view reached prior to consulting
the statutory consultees: Historic En@tane, Natural England and the Environment
Agency.

HRA Screening @

The Neighbourhood Screening Assessment concludes that there are no
European sites wihich d e assessed for likely significant effects as a result of

Subiject to NaturallEngland’s review, This HRA screening report indicates that the
Felsted Neig rhood Plan is not predicted to have likely significant effects on any
European site, either in isolation or in combination with other plans and projects. This
is a preliminary view reached prior to consulting the statutory consultee: Natural
England

Appendix 1 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan

SEA Screening Determination Statement

Page 36



Appendix 1: Felsted site check report on Magic map for SSSI impact zone

11/27/2017

Site Check Report :Report generated on Mon Nov 27 2017
You selected the location: Centroid Grid Ref: TL700201
The following features have been found in your search are area:

SSSI Impact Risk Zones - to assess planning applications for likely impacts on
SSSIs/SACs/SPAs & Ramsar sites (England)

1. DOES PLANNING PROPOSAL FALL INTO 2. IF YES, CHECK TH
ONE OR MORE OF THE CATEGORIES DESCRIPTION(S) BE
BELOW? CONSULT NATURA
RISKS FROM T

RRESPONDING

o

All Planning Applications
Infrastructure

Wind & Solar Energy
Minerals, Oil & Gas
Rural Non Residential

Residential
Rural Residential

Air Pollution

Combustion
Waste
Composting

Discharges Any discharge of water or liquid waste of
more than 20m3/day to ground (i.e. to seep
away) or to surface water, such as a beck or
stream (NB This does not include discharges
to mains sewer which are unlikely to pose a
risk at this location).

Water Supply
Notes
GUIDANCE — How to use the Impact Risk

/Metadata_for_magic/SSSI IRZ User
Zones

Guidance MAGIC.pdf
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2.DOES PLANNING PROPOSAL FALL INTO 2. IF YES, CHECK THE CORRESPONDING

ONE OR MORE OF THE CATEGORIES DESCRIPTION(S) BELOW. LPA SHOULD

BELOW? CONSULT NATURAL ENGLAND ON LIKELY
RISKS FROM THE FOLLOWING:

All Planning Applications

Infrastructure Airports, helipads and other aviation
proposals.

Wind & Solar Energy

Minerals, Oil & Gas

Rural Non Residential Pig & poultry units, slurry lagoons > 750m2 &
manure stores > 3500t.

Residential

Rural Residential

Air Pollution

Combustion

Waste

Composting

Discharges Any discharge of wat
more than 20m3
away) or t@,sur er, such as a beck or
stream (N [ ot include discharges
to mains are unlikely to pose a
risk at
this

Water Supply

Notes

GUIDANCE — How to use the Impact Ris data_for_magic/SSSI IRZ User

Zones Guidance MAGIC.pdf

Parishes (GB)

Name Felsted CP

Description Civil Parish or Community

Administrative ion ESSEX_COUNTY

Hectares 2403.759

Name Stebbing CP

Description Civil Parish or Community

Administrative Regions ESSEXCOUNTY

Hectares 1770.711

Name Little Dunmow CP

Description Civil Parish or Community

Administrative Regions ESSEX_COUNTY

Hectares 655.848
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Name

Description
Administrative Regions
Hectares

Rayne CP

Civil Parish or Community
ESSEX_COUNTY
846.388

Name

Description
Administrative Regions
Hectares

Flitch Green CP

Civil Parish or Community
ESSEX_COUNTY
44.056

Name

Description
Administrative Regions
Hectares

Great Waltham CP

Civil Parish or Community
ESSEX_COUNTY
2503.801

Name

Description
Administrative Regions
Hectares

Great and Little Leig
Civil Parish or Com

Name

Description
Administrative Regions
Hectares

ESSEX _COUN

1689.253

Great No

Civil ' mmunity
ES TY
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Ramsar Sites (England) - points
No Features found

Ramsar Sites (England)
No Features found

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Units
(England) - points
No Features found

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Units
(England)
No Features found

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (England) -

points
No Features found

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (England)
No Features found

Special Areas of Conservation (England) -

points
No Features found @

Special Areas of Conservation (England)
No Features found

Possible Special Areas of Conservati
(England) - points

No Features found

Possible Special Areas of S n

(England)
No Features fou

Special Protectio eas (England) - points
No Features found

Special Protection Areas (England)
No Features found

Possible Special Protection Areas (England)
— points
No Features found

Possible Special Protection Areas (England)
No Features found
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Appendix 2: Consultation Responses from the Statutory
Environmental Bodies
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[
AR Historic England

EAST OF ENGLAND OFFICE

Ms Demetiia Macdonald pirect Dial: || | | GGGz

Utilesford District Council

Council Ofices Our ref: PLOO258177
London Road

Saffron Walden

Essex

CB11 4ER 17 January 2018

Dear Ms Macdonald

For the purposes of this consuliation, Histeric England will
question, “Is it (ihe Neighbourhood Plan) lkely o have asi
histeric snvironmant?”. Cur commeanis are based on the |
Screaning Opinion.

The Sereening Report you provided concludes t ly significant
anvironmential efiects arising from the Felstead Meighk

On the basis of the information supple
Schedule 1 of the Environmental A
Directive], Historic England concur

comtext of the criteria sef out in
lations [Annex || of ‘SEA'
| that the preparaton of a Strateqic

| Souk! be ple cnd)s
11 of the ERVITOY &Nt of Plans and Programmes Requiatons 2004.
this cpinion is based on the information provided by you
December 2017 To awvold any doubt, this doss nat reflect our
or advice on later stages of he SAMSEA process and,

i OropoSals Which miay SUBSenusntly anss (2inerasa
AN oF in later versions of Ihe planfguidance) where we consider
SA/SEA, (hese would have an adverse afect upen he hisionc

24 BACOMLANDE AVENUE, GANBRIDGE, CHZ §EU *
Tevephane O 223 SEIT4R Stonewall
HistorcEnglana Dy uk L G

Hiatorc Engiand b Jutfect 10 the Fr=edom of INormeation Act. 2004 (TOI4 ) and Envirsnmental informenion Meguiations 5004 ([EFT. AR
NFHTENON NElT Dy 112 GrSnSanon Wil D2 3CCessiNe M1 (ESPOLSE 10 87 MINTEU0N FEQURSL LMIZSS DNe OF hE Brempoans 1n e FOLA
o EWT appkes.
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Py Historic England
istoric Englan

EAST OF ENGLAND OFFICE

Histeric England sirongly advises that the consenvation and archaeological =taff of
Uttlesford District Council are closely invelved throughout the preparation of the plan
and its assessment. They are best placed 1o advise on; local historic environment
issues and priorites, including access to data held in the HER (formerdy SMR]; how
the policy or proposal can be tailored to minimise potential adverse impacts on the
historic environment; the nature and design of any required mitigation measures; and
opportuniies for securing wider benefits for the future consenvation and mamagement

of herntage assets.

Historic Flaces M'.'lsl:-rl East of Eniland E @
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E-mail From:sastplanningpolicy @HistoricEngland. org.uk Sent :Thu 31/05/2018 12:18

Dear Demetria,

Thank you for your email.

| have reviewed this additional information, and am content that our initial advice need not change with regards the
need for an SEA for the Felsted Meighbourhood Plan. We consider Site 20FEL15 unli
effects on the historic environment.

to have any significant

Micsktop study suggests its
location and relationship to Felsted means there is potential for signifl t gelating to the impact of

d the conservation area. However,

bl plan process, we consider that there

Motwithstanding that, we would highlight the got@atial forBhis site to impact upon important views of Felsted and
its striking church tower, and would strongl cou the neighbourhood plan include appropriately worded
policies regarding the scale, form, layou ing and materials of proposed development in this area, in order

to guide the design of this developms

il ure it avoids or minimises any harm to the significance of
heritage assets, and ensure that the nt reinforces local character and history. We would recommend that
prising the character assessment of Felsted found in the Felsted
gement Plan (UDC 2012), and takes account of the relevant design advice in

=ets 2, and Historic England’s Streets for All document.

this is based upon a robust e
Conservation Area Apprai
the Essex Design Guide;

| hope thiat thisgd "Bt please do contact me if you have any queries.

Kind regards,
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Date: 21 December 2017

Ourref: 233952
Demetria Macdonald
| | Hombeam Houze
Crene Business Park
Electa Way
Crene
BY EMAIL ONLY poseei
T 0200 020 3200
Dear Ms Macdonald
Felsted Neighbourhood Plan Screening Opinion for SEA and HRA
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 14 December 2017 whi atural
England on 14 December 2017
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory p! ns t the natural
envronment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benef; generations,

thereby contributing to sustainable development.

ulations Assessment

Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessme

jtation, that in so far as our
ted to statutory designated sites,
£d, that thera are unlikely to ba

It is our advice, on the basis of the maternal supplied wi W =
strategic environmental interests are concamed (includifig @
landscapes and protected species, gaology an areance

significant environmental effects from the pr plan.

Neighbourhood Plan

Guidance on the assessment of Neigh ight of the SEA Directive is contained within
the National Planning Practice Guidance guidance highlights three triggers that may require the
production of an SEA, for instal d

-a neighbourhood plan all opment
-the neigh a natural or hentage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan

ve significant environmental efects that have not already been
a sustanabiity appraisal of the Local Plan.

significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the

Is within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should

vide infolifation supporting this screening decision, sufficent to assess whether protecied species
ik affected.
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Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does net routinely maintain lecally speciic data on all
potential emvironmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or mational biodiversity action plan species andlor habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological andfor landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildiife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by fhis plan, before determining whether an SASEA s necessany.

Please note that Natural England reserves the nght to proside further comments on the environmenkzl
assessment of the plan beyond this SEAISA screening , should the responsible authorty seck
oUr views on the acoping or ervironmental repaort stages. This mcludes any third party appeal aganst
any screening decision you may make.

For any queriss, new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please sand

your correspondences to consultahions@naturalengland org k.
W really valus your feedback to help us improve the service we offar

We have attached a feedback form 1o this letter and welcome any comments you mi 1 our
service.

Yours sincorely

Alice Watson
Consuftations Team

Appendix 2 to the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan

SEA Screening Determination Statement
Page 46



Daile 06 June 2018
Ourref. 248120
Your ref. Felsied NDP

Demetria Macdonald
=i Hambsam Houss

Crews Business Park

Electra Way

Crews

‘Cheshire

BY EMAIL DNLY CW1 BGJ

T 02000503000

Drear Demetria
Requirement of New Felsted Neighbourhood SEA'HRA Screening Opinion

Thank you for your consuliabon on the above dated 297 May 2018 which was reces
England on the same date.

Matural England 15 a non-departmental pubdic body. Cur stationg
emvironment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the bensli¥
thereby contnbuting to sustainable development

Screening Request: Surateqgic Envirommental Assessment

It 15 our advice, on the basis of the matenal supplied
atrategic environmental interests are concemed (Incied
landscapes and protected apeces, geclogy and soils)
gignificant environmental effects from the

Meighbourhood Flan

Guidancs on the assessment of Neig
the National Planning Practice Guda
production of an SEA, for instance wh

I cry designated sites,
d, that thers are uniikely to be

+a neighbourhood plan allocatg
sthi meighbourhwod area cont
proposalk in the plan
+th neighbourhood [ . i
considerad and deal a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.

d based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the: plan will not have significant effects on sensitve sites that Matural

wane: of@onihicant populations of pratected species which are likely to be affected by the
Qo0 hin the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
niofmEto suppnrtrlg this soreening decision, sufficient o assess whether profected speces
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Notvathstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specdfic data on all
potental environmental assets. As a result the responsible authonty should raise environmental issues
that we have not identfied on local or national biodiversity achon plan species andfor habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and bsodiversity receptors that
may be affected by thes plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.

Please note that Natural England reserves the nght to prowds further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.

For any naw consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation your
correspondences 1o consultations@naturalengland .org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Jacou Salt
Consultations Team
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Environment
A Agency

D Macdonald Our ref: AE/2017/122335/01-L01
Utilesford District Council Offices Your ref: =

Councll Offices London Road

Saffron Walden Date: 14 December 2017
Essex

CB114ER

Dear Demetria Macdonald
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANE SEA AND HRA SCREENING FELS

Thank you for seeking our views on this reporl. We ¢o no

neighbourhood plan would require SEA or HRA for the mai ur
remit.

The section in Table 1 that address the water environme prd that the
majority of the rivers and tributaries, Chelmer and ! gre defined as
“Moderate” for overall nsk for Water Framework 88ES. The legisiation

states two key points with regards to these clas

I. There shouid be no deterioration In {t
fall from High to Good)

plans-2015
Yours sincerely
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Email From:planning.ipswichi@environment-agency_gov.uk Sent: Mon 04/06/2018 15:52

Good afternoon Demetria

Thank you for your email, Graham Steel has now left the environment agency so | have picked this up.

As there are no constraints that fall within our remit at either of these sites we would not request a new SEA/HRA
screening report.

Kind Regards

Charlie Christensen
Sustainable Places Planning Advisor — East Anglia Area (East)
Environment Agency | lceni Houze, Cobham Road, Ipswich, Suffol
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